TOPIK 11 LEVEL 5

-0t/0f CHC}

keep on and on doing

Repetition to the point of irritation. One of the auxiliary verbs that colour an action rather than change
it — and this one always colours it badly.

HOW TO ATTACH IT

Last vowel } or -of CHC} SC} - =0} CHCH

Any other vowel -0f Cict HSC — ©S0] oict
StCt verbs 5l cHct =Yl oict

Verbs repeatable actions 2Ct, M-S, Yot ROt
Judgement always negative S0l CHCHis odd
Neutral habit -= Sfct 7t 8o

WHEN TO USE IT

The vowel follows the -0t2/0{2 rule: €0 CHC}, {-E0] CHC, HOf Cict, 0] THC.

It takes action verbs that can be repeated, and the judgement is always negative: the repetition is excessive,
noisy, or wearing on the observer.

That negativity is a restriction, not a tendency. €45 23l STt sounds wrong, because studying hard is not
something to complain about.

Compare -2 StC}, which reports a habit neutrally. -OF/0f CHC} is the speaker's exasperation made grammatical.

IN USE

1 O0|Z0| 2 =0 U= &0 etk X &AL
The children racketed on all night and | didn't sleep a wink.
2 Op7[7F O|A| 11 201 LA O & ST0{L.
The baby wouldn't stop howling and | was at my wits' end.
3 e 1R 2 2%l oho|er #o,
He did nothing but grumble all day long.
4 20| o= Z U B2} 84| DR 290|ct
From the way he shovelled it down, he must have been starving.

5 7|A+50] 22S E0f = HiEol Y0 SlIUL

2T =2 :

Reporters fired off questions until my head spun.

6 FHOIM ZpF R0 T 3S0| =| A LUCEH
Somebody kept cackling beside me and | couldn't concentrate.

Korean Grammar Map koreangrammarmap.com 1/2



COMPARED WITH
-= SiCt
-2 5IC} reports a habit with no judgement; -0t/0f THCt complains about it.

718 22 31012 (used to cry now and then) / 20 0|2 (bawled endlessly)

-0t/0f Uit

The two auxiliaries pull opposite ways. LHC} credits persistence through difficulty; CHCH condemns pointless

repetition.
2ot Woj2. (bore it through) / &0 R0 (kept stuffing it down)
-0}/0{ v{2|c}
H2|Ct marks a single action finished off; CiC} marks the same action done over and over.

C} HO| 0|2, (ate it all up) / A% 20{ &HO{L2. (kept eating and eating)

WATCH OUT
X 0 3Hye wresmial 3 Jict
0 1 3He Y7tz BRUC
CHC} carries disapproval. Attaching it to praiseworthy effort produces a contradiction.
X &= 7|7F A ®Ck

0 1= 7|7t ZiEt

The auxiliary takes repeatable action verbs. A state or a change cannot be done over and over.
Ot2|7t ¢t ¥ 20 &0 L.

O Ot7|7t &t 20 GOl R,

The whole point is repetition. A single instance leaves the auxiliary with nothing to do.

x
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