Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

-OF/0] =AM

please do it for me

Turns an instruction into a favour. Where -(2) M2 tells someone to act, this asks them to act on your behalf — which is what most

English "please" sentences actually mean.

H How it attaches

Stem type Form Example
Last vowel | Ol FM2 KT} — KO} =M
or-L
Any other -0l =EN2 Qrt - 9o MR
vowel
St} verbs 8 =ML Mol =R
Merging asin-ot2/0ig ELt— ot =M
More polite -0H/0] FAIZOR? o FAIZR?
You doing the  -OF/0f E2|C} CotEEAR
favour

H Notes

The vowel follows the same rule as -0t2/0{R2, merges included:
2o FHR, T2 FMR, 8l =M. Then FL} carries the sense of
benefit — the action is done for someone.

This is usually the form you want. & AR is an instruction,

appropriate from a teacher to a class. 22 €0 FMR is a

request, appropriate almost everywhere else.

Two variations extend it. For extra politeness, turn it into a
question: €0 FA|ZI0{2? And when you are the one doing the
favour for someone senior, =Ct becomes E2|Ct: |7t =oF =21
.

W Examples

© =30 7|ck A ..
Please wait just a moment.
© chal st Lo FAI.
Please say that once more.
s WUE-LVES S
Could you take a photo for me?
O HH3| L) FAH0R?
Could you speak slowly, please?

O A7t ohysH AL,

I'll show you the way.

O oz EaFHL.
Please take a look at this.

B Compared with

-(2)M2
-(2)Ml directs; -0t/0] M| asks a favour. If you benefit from
the action, the second is the courteous choice.

07| %2 MIR. (please sit — for your comfort) / Xt2| & HIY FM|L.
(please swap seats — for mine)

-0H/0] FAZ0IR?
A question form is softer than an imperative in Korean as in
English. Use it with strangers and in service situations.

O FAR. / B0 FAZOIR?

-01/0 E2|ct
The humble counterpart, used when you offer to do something
for someone above you. Pair it with -(2)2 4|2 to offer help.

Z2t FMK. (please help me) / =2t EZA|R. (let me help you)

B Watch out

X CHA| BEsH0| FAMIR.

O CHA] 25l FAHIR.

SICt becomes 3l before 4|8, exactly as it does in the present tense.
Every 3tCt compound follows.

X M7t et FMK.

O M7 =ot EEAIR.

ZFM|2 asks someone else to act. To offer your own help, use E2|C}
with -(2)27|1.

X MZT & ®OM|R. — asking a stranger to photograph you

O AIE & Ho] FAIF0R?

WO M2 tells them to take a photo for their own purposes. Since the
favour is yours, the request needs F=C}.
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