Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

-of/0{= Elc}

may, it's alright to — permission

| Asks for or grants permission. Literally "even if you do it, it works out" — which is why the negative answer is not its mirror image.

H How it attaches

Stem type Form Example
Last vowel } -0t E|C} o> 7t iR
orL
Any other -0{ = E|Ct oL} - HOE B
vowel
8Lt verbs ol = Elct ABSiE =R
Alternatives e, Eot 7t HEorR
Asking Ot/ EiR? S07tE HKR?
Refusing -(2)H ot |C} S0{7IH Q=i

M Notes

The vowel follows the same rule as -0t/ R: 7t= R, HO{ & &f
2, 81T =K. As a question it asks permission; as a statement it
grants it.

E|C} can be swapped for MELCH or ECt with no change in
meaning: 7t= MEOIR, HO{ E0tK. E|C} is the most common
in speech.

The point that catches people is the refusal. English answers
"may I?" with "no, you may not," keeping the same verb. Korean

switches construction entirely: the negative of -OF/H{& E[C} is -
(2)H et =t ot R, 7tH ot Ei L.

W Examples

© oiy| ot she?
May | sit here?
© A ¥olx Euch
You may take photos.
© x12 soi7t= gnta?
May | come in now?
O otz sL.
You don't have to go.
s JUELIVET-T:E
May | try these clothes on?
O HH3 stME AFola.
You're welcome to take your time.

B Compared with

-(2)H et =t
The two form a permission pair, but not by simple negation.

Answering "no" requires switching from -0t/ = to -(2)H.

Jt= SiR? — U, 7t SR, /ot R, 7HH e SR

(@)= % Utk
English "can" blurs ability and permission; Korean does not. If a
rule or a person decides, use -Ot/0{ & E|C},

2 £ AN 2. (I'm able to) / +FHE L. (I'm allowed to)

(M8
-(2)MIL invites or instructs; -0t/0{ &= E|Ct merely permits.
Offering a seat with QM2 is warm; 2tOtE EH 2 sounds like
you are tolerating it.

of7] A2 MIK. (please, do sit) / 17| SOLE ER. (you may sit here)

B Watch out

AFEIE MBS0 = R?
HREE MEHz =Q?
becomes 8l before &= EICt, as everywhere else. 2881, SEH T,

X OfL|R, 9t 7t B 2. — meaning "no, you may not go"
Oot,7IH etslg.

Ot 7tz B2 means "you don't have to go" — permission not to. To
forbid, use -(2)™ ¢t |},

X 0f7| 2tot =[M[R?

O 7| gtotz eiQ?

The honorific belongs on the main verb, not on E|Ct. If you must raise
it, say ¥OME B Q.
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