Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

-0t/0{of EIct

must, have to — spoken Korean

| States an obligation. This is the form you hear in conversation. The written counterpart, -Ot/0{0F tC}, is covered on its own page.

H How it attaches

Stem type Form Example

Last vowel F -Ofof x|t 7tCt — 710 B2
or L

Any other -o{of E|C} MLt — Ho{oF EHQ
vowel

SICtverbs sfjof =|ct SEoFEfR

Written, formal  use -OF/0{OFstC}  H|ZEdlOF BHL|Ct

Past tense on E|C} 7tof o

Not required ot -ot/o{ & E|C} OHtE iR

H Notes

The vowel follows the -0t2/0{ & rule with the usual merges: 70k
=i, Ho{of L, SOk K. It works with adjectives too: ZiZsl{oF
oK.

Korean does not distinguish "must" from "have to" the way
English does; one form covers both external rules and personal
necessity. For the past, the tense goes on =|Ct: O{X| &¥ 7o} 04
.

The hard part is the negative. English "must not" and "don't
have to" look like a pair, but Korean builds them from different
constructions entirely: prohibition is -(2)™ ¢t &[T}, and absence
of obligation is oF -OF/0{= =|Ct. Negating this ending directly
does not produce either.

H Examples

© uiUnix| BLiof HK.

I have to finish it by tomorrow.

© o= ojor &S,

You have to take your medicine.

© =270 EL.

We have to wait a little longer.
O oY ==soLEL.

You have to study every day.
© ol F0ix| Mo} SHL.

You have to apply by this week.
O ol ZItxieto s,

You must bring your passport.

B Compared with

-(2)H ot £t

Obligation and prohibition are separate constructions, not one
negated. Keeping the three-way set straight solves most modal
errors at this level.

7toF Ef 2. (must go) / 7HH
not go)

QtEfR. (must not go) / ¢t 7t FH K. (need

-(2)M8

-0t/0{0F |Ct explains that something is necessary; -(2) MR tells
the person to do it. Advice often uses the first because it feels
less like an order.

ok2 EN|R. (take the medicine) / 2k2 EMOF E{ 2. (you need to take
t)

-= Al EACt
A softer recommendation. Where -0t/0{0F E|C} states a
requirement, this suggests the better course.

2ol 710k =H 2. (you have to go) / &
better go)

#oi| 7= 2 E20R. (you'd

B Watch out

X Tz S25H0{0F K.
O FYol| = S5 Hof 5 L.
SiC
sflo
X 0710l M EfHHE 2t m|floF = Q.

O of7]0i| A EHHHE m|2H ot =L,

Negating the verb inside gives an odd "you are obliged not to".
Prohibition has its own construction.

becomes 8lf before this ending, as it does throughout. 2=3l0f, &

, ™3tsH{of.

—n——v—

X &H|E otx| gotof S 27 — asking whether it can be skipped
OSHE sz =HR?

Absence of obligation is 2 -0F/0{ = E|C}. This is the form to reach for
whenever English says "don't have to."
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