Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

-0t/0{of 3t

must, have to — written and formal Korean

| The same obligation as -Ot/0{0F =|C}, but this is the form that dominates writing, notices and formal speech.

H How it attaches

Stem type Form Example

Last vowel | -otot st Jtct — Jtof gLt
or L

Any other -0{OF St} SICtH— {ofof Lt
vowel

StCtverbs oflof stCt H|EsHof BtL|Ct
Spoken use -O}/0{OF E|C}  7lofEiR

Past tense on siC} 7tof H&LICh

Polite 82 style -Of/0{OF iR MEB{OFSiR

H Notes

The vowel follows the -0t2/0{ & rule with the usual merges: 70k
=i, Ho{of L, SOk K. It works with adjectives too: ZiZsl{oF
SR,

Korean does not distinguish "must" from "have to" the way
English does; one form covers both external rules and personal
necessity. For the past, the tense goes on =|Ct: O{X| &¥ 7o} 04
.

The hard part is the negative. English "must not" and "don't
have to" look like a pair, but Korean builds them from different
constructions entirely: prohibition is -(2)™ ¢t E|C}, and absence
of obligation is oF -OF/0{= =|Ct. Negating this ending directly
does not produce either.

W Examples

© MFE 25tx| FEsHo} TLCL.
You must submit the documents by today.
© s xIFHok Fct.
You must follow the rules.
© ciAl elsol L.
We have to check it again.
O oiet2 2x ok LI
You have to make a reservation first.
© oHzE Z ot Lt
You must wear a helmet.
O == 3ol Fict.
Everyone has to attend.

B Compared with

-o}/ofof &}
The same meaning. E|Ctis what you hear in everyday speech;
StCHis what you read in notices, manuals and reports.

710k EHQ. (spoken) / 7tOF BFLIC, (written)

-(2)H ot x|}
The opposite side: prohibition rather than obligation.

H|=8l{oF BTt (must do) / MIZ8HH oF ElL|CE, (must not)

-0}/0{ = E|c}
Permission, and its negative means the obligation is lifted.

ot 7+ ELIC. (you need not go)

B Watch out

X 7I0FaliR?

O 7o} gt

In writing keep the BLIC} style. 82 mixes registers in a formal notice.
X JtX| gtotof etL|Ct,

O 71H ot ELCt.

Prohibition uses -(2)& ¢t E|C} not a negative stem plus StCt.

X olorste.

Odljoralia.

StC} conjugates to 82, never L.
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