Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

ot

not — short negation

The quick way to negate a verb or adjective: put 2t in front. Simple, except for St} verbs, which split down the middle, and a

handful of words that have their own negative form instead.

H How it attaches

Verb type
Ordinary verb
Adjective
Noun + SC}

Adjective in 5t

Form

ot +verb

ot + adjective
noun + ¢t + 3R

does not split

t

QUCEH L 2L use gith, 220, 2lole, =2, %ol

Ct Steict
Longer -X| gict 7HX| gkote
alternative

M Notes

2t sits directly before the conjugated verb and negates it: ¢t 7t
2,0t Hog, oF £0tQ. It states that something simply is not the
case — by choice, or as a plain fact.

The one structural surprise is SICt verbs. In a noun + SiCt
compound, 2t goes between the two parts: 38 2t 8l not ¢t =
232, Adjectives ending in SICF do not split — ¢t T|28HR is
correct — because there is no separable noun inside.

Three common words refuse ¢t altogether and use a separate
negative word: QIC} becomes @ICH YL becomes ZE2C}, SHULCH
becomes St@iCL Saying 2F AR or 2F L0t marks a sentence
as learner Korean immediately.

W Examples

O xi=HIE o orMg.
I don't drink coffee.
© es2 st otg.
I'm not going to school today.
=S o] oF o,
I haven't done my homework yet.
0] 22 gHHIMR.
These clothes aren't expensive.
282 ¢t EolslL.
I don't like exercising.
o= 2t Hitttol Q.
| wasn't busy yesterday.

@ © 0 o

B Compared with

-X| 8Tt

Same meaning, different weight. 2t is short and conversational;
-X| @£Ctis longer, slightly more formal, and preferred in writing.
Neither is more polite.

Ot 7t2. (speech) / 7tX| 0tL. (writing, or emphasis)

= _
~

2t says you do not; & says you cannot. English "don't" hides
this distinction, so learners often use ¢t where the meaning is
inability.

Qh k012, (I chose not to go) / & 2t0{ L. (I couldn't go)

eiCt, B=Ct

These are not negated forms of UCtand YLt — they are
separate words with their own conjugation. Treat them as
vocabulary rather than grammar.

AlZH] §{O01R. / not AlZHO] @ U0iR

H Watch out
X FHolls 2 SR K.
FHol=3F AR
In a noun + StCt verb, ¢t goes between the noun and 8H2. The same
appliesto 2 ¢t iR, 25 o 81, B4 o ¢f2.

X X2 AlZto] ok A0,
O X3 AlzZho] glofL.
AL} has its own opposite, §iCt. The same goes for YCtand 2 2L}, S
Ct and SHICEH

X O{X| HitekA] OF 2012, — meaning "l couldn't go"

O Of| uftbkA Z Ztolg.

If circumstances stopped you, Korean wants &. 2t would say you
decided against it.



	안
	How it attaches
	Notes
	Examples
	Compared with
	-지 않다
	못 -
	없다, 모르다

	Watch out


