Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

24/

past tense

| Slots into the verb before the final ending. The vowel is chosen exactly as in -0t2/0{ 2, so learning one teaches you the other.

H How it attaches

Stem type Form Example

Last vowel -%4- ATt — Ao

orL

Identical vowel -%- absorbed 7ICt— 240
merges

Any other - HLH - HAOR
vowel

StCt verbs A SESI - SRR
With the -k /RAELICH HASLIC

formal ending

o|C} ojloia /Ao SHHOIAO R / R

B Notes

-t/%4- is an infix: it sits between the stem and whatever ending
comes next. H + U + 02 gives HAOK; with the formal ending
it gives HASLILC}. Every ending you already know can follow it.

The vowel rule is identical to the polite present. Last stem vowel

b or L takes %F; anything else takes ¥; StCt becomes 3. The
same merges happen too: 7t + & collapses to f, &2 + &
becomes &k, OHA| + i becomes O

One difference from English is worth flagging early. Korean uses
the past for states that began earlier and still hold: 2202
means "l am married," not only "I got married." The same goes
for QAL (I am seated) and HUAH K (we look alike).

W Examples

© oix 7g Bigolg.
I met a friend yesterday.
© orxol s ot glol.
| didn't eat breakfast this morning.
© 2Ll o ZeRolR,
My older sister got married last year.
O 1 Mz2 ol E HRtolR.
He takes after his father.
© ol m ALE ZtolR.
| used to go there often when | was a student.
O 713 ot =AML

I've just arrived.

B Compared with

-1 AAck

AN
-4/%A- states that something happened; -1 U ALt says it was in
progress at a particular moment. English "was doing" needs
the second.

SHE A K. (did the homework) / SHIE ot YA L. (was doing

the homework)

_otjolod_
M [ A AN
Doubling it pushes the event further back and cuts it off from

now — a state that used to hold and no longer does.

MN20]| &A% K. (1 lived in Seoul) / M-S0 AR L. (I used to live in
Seoul, but not any more)

Resulting states
Several Korean verbs use the past where English uses the
present, because the action produced a state that continues.

AR, (I'm seated) / FUAHL. (they look alike)

B Watch out

X OfH| atulof 7tA0i K.

O ofH| =taofl Ztoia.

The stem already ends in |, so the & merges into it. AFC} — 202 and
DHLICE— BHEOI R work the same way.

un
oh OH

O %
rot
H
2 2

e
3o
2
fo
Ho
omn
el

e, AHgoie.

Atime word like 01X does not make the verb past on its own. Korean
marks tense on the verb, every time.
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