Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

-of2/0lR

polite present tense

The ending you will use more than any other. Which vowel you get is decided by the last vowel of the stem — and then the two

often merge into a single syllable.

H How it attaches

Stem type Form Example

Last vowel } ot AL} — &0t

orL

Identical vowel -OtR absorbed 7ttt -7t

merges

Any other -0 HCt - HOR

vowel

Sttt verbs e SHIILE - SHl

L +Otmerges & B>

| +0{ merges o ORAICH — O R

— drops out -0 ML — MR

o|ct ol /ol shdolof2 / X0
M Notes

This is the everyday polite level, used with strangers,
colleagues, shopkeepers, and anyone you are not close to. It
covers present tense and, in conversation, the near future as
well: LI 7t2 means "I'm going tomorrow."

The choice is mechanical. Look at the last vowel of the stem. If it
is | or 4, add 0f2. Anything else takes K. SICt verbs are the
one exception and become 812 — and since a huge share of
Korean verbs end in 8lCt, that single form does a lot of work.

Then the merging begins, and this is where learners stall. 7} + Of
2 does not stay 7I0t{; the identical vowels collapse into 7t2.
H + 0} becomes B, OtA| + 0{Q becomes Ot K. The rules are
regular, but you will absorb them faster by reading them aloud
than by memorising a table.

W Examples

O x:= i st20iE BRI,
| study Korean every day.
© ol 7m B HAoig.
This coffee is really good.
© oicjo 7te?
Where are you going?
O zo| ®y =Hojg.
Let's have lunch together.
© oi7| 2totg.
Have a seat here.
O 27t SotM 7120] ot
The weather is nice, so I'm in a good mood.

B Compared with

-dL|Ct/&L|ct

Both are polite, but -=L|C} is formal: announcements,
presentations, the news, the military. -0t2/0{2 is warmer and
is what you want in almost every conversation.

ZLICE (formal report) / 7t2. (everyday polite)

-0t/ (HE)

Drop the & and you have casual speech, used with close
friends and people clearly younger. Adding or removing that
one syllable is the whole difference.

O{C| 7tR? (polite) / O{C| 7}? (casual)

Future meaning

Korean does not need a future tense for planned events. -0t2/
012 with a time word does the job; -(2)2 A0 adds intention
or prediction.

Y 7tL. (I'm going tomorrow) / LHY Z AHA|R. (I intend to go
tomorrow)

B Watch out

X M= stuof 7totg.

O M& ghaoll 7t8.

When the stem already ends in |, the O} of the ending disappears into
it. The same happens with A[ICH — AtR and BFLICH— BHLER.

X o=0{2 SH5H0 Q.
Oe=0/E L.

SICt never takes -0tR or -0{R in the regular way. It becomes 842, and

every StCt compound follows: a2, AHEHR, 2SHR.

X Xz Hs Hote.
ON=HsHog,
The stem H has { asits last vowel, which is neither } nor L+, so it
takes -0{R. Check the vowel, not the consonant.
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