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more than — the standard of comparison

Attaches to the thing being compared against, not to the winner. English puts "than" second; Korean puts 2L} first, which
reverses the word order you are used to.

M How it attaches B Compared with
Pattern Form Example M/ 7r
Basic A= BHLC} adj Q2 o{HELCIHYR HLC} compares two things; & and 7I& pick the top of a whole
comparison group. They cannot appear in the same clause.
With O emphasis, oM ECtH YL | #o| X ML} MO|AN K. (of the two) / 0] 20| K| MDA K. (of
optional all)
Less than  required O{M|ECtE CYR et
With a verb O goes before O ECH XS O E0ksi 2L} says one exceeds the other; 2+ says they match. Same
the verb slot, different verdict.
Any noun HC}—no MZEHCE 20 YHLE 7K. (taller than my brother) / HTtE 712, (as tall as my
change brother)
Superlative HY /ot MY 7R — not HLCI MY 2
uses instead =
X & says something resembles another thing; £t measures a
M Notes difference in degree between them.

7t E eisi K. (sings like a singer) / 7t E2 Lt =l 2. (sings better

The shape of a Korean comparison is A= BEL} (H) @&A} The )
than a singer)

HLC} sits on B, the yardstick. 252 MLt LI — today is
hotter than yesterday. m Watch out

o ("more") is optional, because EC} already signals
comparison. Adding it is common and adds a little emphasis. Its
opposite & ("less") is not optional — without it there is no way
tosay less: 252 O{M|HCHE 9/ Q.

X Mz AL ECH AL Z0t8l 2.

O M= AU ECH AE o Eolslg.

ELC} does not change what the rest of the sentence needs. Z0}3}Ct still
takes an object with 2/E.

Korean is flexible about where the two nouns sit, so H&|ELCt 2
£0| L2 works too. What never moves is 2Lt itself: it clings to
the standard. If you can identify which thing is the benchmark,
you know where the particle goes.

X Ol M2 X MECHH YU MO|AA L.

O o] Ho| X MojUAoi K.

M| already means "the most of all," so it cannot sit alongside a two-
way comparison. Pick one or the other.

W Examples X 252 OfR|ECt ot LR,

O2=2 oML 8 LY.

¢k negates outright — "not hot" — which breaks the comparison. For
"less than," Korean needs &.

O <=0 ofHELHE YR,
Today is hotter than yesterday.

© o=C} XA o K.

That one is cheaper than this one.
© uzmriojEx Rtoig.

It wasn't as hard as | expected.
O z=rt8s0 5038,

Actions matter more than words.
© HA=r) xjoHo| wag.

The subway is faster than the bus.
O zusc g vhe.

I'm less busy than last year.
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