Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 2

-=X|

whichever, it doesn't matter

| Presents options and declares that the choice is irrelevant. Close to -7{Lt in form, but the attitude behind it is different.

H How it attaches

Situation Form Example

Any verb or -EX| 7ICh — JHEX]
adjective

With a noun -(ol)Ex| FHI|EX| XHEX|

Both options -EX| -EX] THEXI ZEX|

marked

Question fixed forms HEX, AMEX], FFEX]

words

rin
rn

Spoken short -= HEE

form

Different oLt FEHX|

ending

-HX| =recalling

H Notes

Attach -EX| to any stem, or (0])EX| to a noun. It usually appears
twice, once on each option: 7HEX| EX| OSHZ SHMIR. The
shortened -= is common in speech.

Attached to a question word it produces the "any-" series,
alongside the ones built with (0[)Lt: EX| (anything), AREX|
(any time), =7EX| (anyone), HC|EX| (anywhere).

The difference from -7{L} is the speaker's stance. -7{L} lays out
real alternatives; -EX| says pick whichever, it makes no

difference to me. Depending on tone that can be generous or
dismissive.

One spelling trap: -EX| is a different ending entirely, used for
recalling something past. @0t EEHX| means "how cold it was."
Same look, unrelated meaning.

W Examples

O Ji=x 2= orSE shilK.
Go ordon't —it's up to you.
© IEX| KAEX| OfAL FAIK.
Coffee, tea, anything is fine.
© 3=x Eoj=ML.
Ask me anything.
O oIHEX oIz FH L.
Get in touch any time.
O o7l =7EX 2 2018,
Anyone is welcome here.
O =X LEX| Lotx SHHIR.

Eat or don't —it's up to you.

B Compared with

ALt
-7{Lt offers a genuine choice; -=X| waves it away. Substituting
one for the other changes how invested the speaker sounds.

XS 2l7Lt HSlE ElR. (1 do one or the other) / EX| EEX| 8HM Q.
(whichever, | don't mind)

(o)Lt
Both form "any-" words. 7Lt and F=7-EX| overlap heavily; &
X| stresses the freedom of choice a little more.

LS+ 01, / L TEX € 4 oi8.

-HX|
A separate ending that recalls a past impression, usually with &
OtLt. Only the spelling is similar.

HEX| ZEX| (go or not) / &otLt FEHX| (how cold it was)

B Watch out

X OfN| Hott =X S2t2.

O Ofd| ofLt EEX| 2212,

Recalling a past impression takes -EX| with {.-EX| with — is about
indifference between options.

i, ZHEX 2EX SHAR.
Y, "ot 2 A 2.

-EX| ZEX| can sound dismissive. Aimed upward it reads as
impatience rather than flexibility.

X FLEX A FM K.

O HLOEX XHEX FM L.

In this construction both options normally carry the ending. Marking
only the first leaves the sentence unbalanced.
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