TOPIK 11 LEVEL 4

-Of| =22tstCt

is no more than, is merely

Cuts something down to size. It states that what looked significant is in fact only this much — and it

belongs to argument and analysis.

HOW TO ATTACH IT
Any noun

Numbers

After a clause

Before a noun

Particle required

Spoken version

WHEN TO USE IT

The particle 0f attaches to a noun, then &2}5tC} closes the sentence. To use a clause, nominalise it first: &3

20 =25t

-ofl S2f5tct
-of E25tct
-(2)- /= Aol 225t

-off 23t

i

of

#o[ct, 1

The point is always diminishment: what seemed large, official, or meaningful turns out to be small. 21742 A 20|

2}t C} — that is nothing more than a rumour.

It works with numbers to stress how small a figure is: 2-7}2H= & doj| 22454}

The register is written and argumentative. In speech, 20|t} or 21 does the same work more lightly.

IN USE

1 A4 2A gle A0 S o

That is nothing more than a baseless rumour.
2 7R A= E Fol 23

There were no more than ten participants.
3 Ol x|z YAIYHO| S-St

This measure is no more than a stopgap.

4 A7tet L2 22 =50 SR

What | did amounts to no more than a small help.

5 1 56 0| 226 2.

That's merely speculation.

6 A0 e 0|0k |E YoM = e =Tt

One should not believe a story that is merely rumour.
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COMPARED WITH

(@)= #ojct

S20|C} limits a whole statement and works in speech; Off 22t5tCt attaches to a noun and belongs to written
argument.

Y Z2r2 wolo2. (| merely went) / A20f £248HL| T (it is merely rumour)

aoy|

80f| complains about scarcity with a negative verb; Off 22}5tCt makes the same point as a considered claim.
o HErof| oF Rt 2. (only ten came) / 27t H= @ Ol 223UCE. (participants numbered a mere ten)

-ofl |Ltz] o4

An equivalent phrase, equally formal. The two are interchangeable in most contexts.

220 22U5ICH / 220 ALEA| =L

LS

WATCH OUT

x

>
s
[

A clause has to be nominalised with Z before 0o 22}5tCt can attach.

x

OF, O &20| S2taf.
O Of 117 1% A20|0f,

The phrase is argumentative and written. In casual speech it sounds like a position paper.
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