Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

off

at,in, on, to — place and time

Points to a place something is, a place something is heading, or a time something happens. One form for every noun; the

difficulty is knowing when Korean wants 0| and when it wants 0| Af.

H How it attaches

Verbs it goes

U .
s€ with

Example

iga

Static location  QUEL, giCH, &c} ofl Ao

Destination Jtct, @, chL|ch,  stuof 7te
T ApSICE

Pointin time any M| Alof| 2HLtR

Per unit price, rate ot 7ol M ool

Never with 5, 0H, Y, X] 257t2 —not 2E0
=, oA

People take ollA| / Sted| XS FHo{R — not 7
instead off

M Notes

0l does three separate jobs. It marks where something sits, with
ULE, giCt, &tCh 7Hho] M Ak 2/0fl A K. It marks where something
is going, with 7tct, @C}, CtL|Cf, E&FSICEH S uol| 7k2. And it marks
when: M| Al0]] 2L,

What ties the three together is that nothing is happening at the
noun. The moment a real action takes place at a location,
Korean switches to 0llA]. Compare &0l X0{L (I am at school)
with gtwolA SESHL (I study at school). This one distinction
accounts for most 0| errors.

Two limits worth memorising now. Time words that already
mean "now" or "then" — @&, O{X|, LHY, X[Z, AX|, 0 — take
no Ol at all. And people never take Of]; they take Oi|A| or 2.

W Examples

© %2 Zoj Yoig.

I'm at home right now.
O ui Mol 7te.

I'm going to Seoul tomorrow.
© 2z Aol LojLta.

| get up at seven.
O 4 9l E%0iR.

| putit on the desk.
© o7 siLioll otog?

How much is one of these?
O zZol Y s12?

What do you do at the weekend?

B Compared with

oM

ol marks a place as a position or a destination. ol Al marks it as
the site of an activity. If you can ask "what is being done
there?" and get an answer, use Of|A{.

2|AH XK. (I'm at the office) / E|AtO|A LBHL. (I work at the
office)

Oll Al / Sl

0ll never attaches to a person or an animal. For a human
recipient, use ®tl| in speech, Ol| 4| in writing, 7l to someone you
are honouring. of| stays for places, organisations, and plants.

KIS HH0{R. (sent to a friend) / S|AHOf| 2E5H0{R. (sent to the
company)

(2)=2

Both can mark a destination, but o names the endpoint while
(2)2 names the direction taken. With 7ICt either works; (2)2
sounds more like "head toward."

st ol 7tK. (going to school) / 2t 2 7tQ. (heading in the direction
of school)

B Watch out

X Mo SRR,

O EMEIM SE6HR.

Studying is an action, so the location takes 0| A]. Reserve o for QICt, g1
C}, 8L}, and for destinations.

X 250 A[ZH0] glof 2.

O 2= AZto] glojR.

QE, o{H|, Y, X2, 0HY, 2AH| already carry the time reference and
take no particle. Ml Al0fl and 220l do take Ofl.

X 0 MES FOIR.

O sty ME2 Floia.

People and animals take Oi|| or 2t&. 0f| is for places and
organisations.
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