Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

ol A

at, in — where an action happens; from — a starting point

Marks the place where something is actually being done, and the place something started from. Its whole difficulty lies in telling it

apart from Of.

H How it attaches

Verbs it goes

U .
s€ with

Example
Place of action  ZHs}Ct, Ls}ct, FHH(of| A LR
SHC}, ghtct

b

2}, EWsict, W
2|ct

Starting point ME0|M ol

Organisation any SIAHOf| M MR

as actor

Range, with 77t distance, span ol M st mtx|

X

Ol HIA / BHEIIM TSN SRR
instead

People take

Spokenshort A OlC|M 2tojR?

form
M Notes

oA has two jobs that look unrelated in English but share one
idea: the noun is the source of what happens. Either the action
springs from that place — 7|0l S8R — or the movement
begins there — M 20{A 2t0{K.

The test against 0fl is simple: is a verb of activity involved? S£5}
Ct, LSICE, QLT SO}, &S0 ALCH all take Ol M. QUCH, 8ACH JHCH 2
Ct, =AISICt take Ofl. The one word that accepts both is 2 CF — A
20| &0t and M20IM &0t are both correct, the second
stressing the living as an ongoing activity.

oA also marks the actor when a group or organisation does
something: etwojAl 2] ZO{R. Here it is closer to "the school
informed us" than to any location.

H Examples

O =xzoM HE 2oj2.
| read books at the library.

© oiCiolM gHoiR?

Where are you from?
© ol stz Hojg.
It's far from my house to the office.
O 3t30iM M x| & 1A HoiR.
It's been three years since | started living in Korea.
© oi710IM AEIE ol 5i2?
May | take photos here?
O MzZolM LS Molg.
| bought fruit at the market.

B Compared with

of

0il gives a position or a destination; 0l A gives the site of an
activity or the origin of a movement. Ask whether anything is
being done at the place.

S0 A L. (I'm at the park) / S0M 258 Q. (I exercise at the
park)

£E
Both translate as "from," but 0l A{ takes places and & takes
times. Mixing them is a frequent slip.

M20|M E28i Q. (departing from Seoul) / Ml A|2E| A|ZsH L.
(starting from three)

OllAIA / SHEIIM
When the source is a person, 0l Al becomes OlIZ{|A{ in writing or
S| A in speech. Of|A] stays for places and organisations.

FIFSHE| A BEUOIR. (got it from a friend) / SIALOII A EIQAO{R. (got it
from the company)

B Watch out

X BA0M 7te.

O gl 7tK.

0l A marks where you came from, not where you are heading. For a
destination, use 0.

X Tof HeH|HE Bt e.

O HollM HeylH| M S &,

Watching is an action, so the location takes 0| A]. Only AL}, iCF and
destination verbs take Ofl.

X M Aol A BHLER.

O M| Aloi] 2HLESR.

0l M does not mark time. Use 0| for a point in time and £E for a
starting time.
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