TOPIK 11 LEVEL 3

[(2)zAz B2C}

might, may, it's possible that

Used when the speaker raises something as a real possibility without committing to it — often as a
warning or a hedge.

HOW TO ATTACH IT

Ends in a vowel -=2i|E 220} 7ttt — 2 & =R

Ends in a consonant -2 & 220} St - HER e 22t
Endsin 2 A= 22c} QHECH - PHEAE F2te
Noun U & 22C} Sl - SHEUR| = Z2te
Past tense -X/UEA T 220} 10— 4S8 = =24

e irregular -2 & 220} OlgcLt — o2fE22 = =2t
c irregular -2 & 220} =0 - 83 =22

WHEN TO USE IT

This is the form Korean speakers reach for when something could happen and they want you to keep it in mind.
It carries no claim that it will — only that it is possible enough to be worth mentioning. That is why it so often
appears in warnings, paired with -(2)L|7}: H|7t 22| = ZEL7IF SAS THEH7HML.

It also works as a hedge. Stating something plainly can sound too certain, and softening it with -(2) 2 A|= 22C}
leaves the speaker room to be wrong. The literal make-up of the phrase says exactly this: 2=C} means not know,
so the whole thing reads as "I do not know whether it will." The confidence level sits lower than -(2)2 24 ZC},
which leans toward believing it is so.

IN USE

1 Az SYotH =21 222,
If we leave now we might be late.
2 H7} 82| D2UIH AL JEHIIMR.
[t might rain, so take an umbrella.
3 0 A2 EA Yol S = S8t
He might have already gone home.
4 O] Al HAEL OHEX E 22702,
This problem might be harder than | thought.
5 AE0| M2 24 MEHAZ = St
That person might be the new teacher.
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Aol O] 220| LIZA| = 227} J 2|RAHL.
This part might come up on the test, so be sure to memorize it.

COMPARED WITH

{(Q)= $& Utk
States that a possibility objectively exists. Neutral, and comfortable in writing or formal explanation. -(2) 2 2| =
L 2T} adds the speaker's own uncertainty, which is why it fits warnings better.

0| ok

=

ro
M

2l £ Q0|2 (a known side effect) / 0| &2 S X| = =22, (I am warning you just in case)

(2)= A 24

The speaker has evidence and is leaning toward believing it. Confidence is noticeably higher than -(2) 2 A=
D 2C}, which stays at bare possibility.

HI7t 2 2 Z0t2. (looking at the clouds) / H|7t 2Z|= Z2t2. (no idea, but be ready)

-(2)=Z 22Ct

Dropping &= is possible and the meaning barely shifts. With &= the possibility is presented as one option among
others, so it sounds slightly more tentative.

NP

=4 22t2. &asymp; =24 = 222

WATCH OUT

x

>

_|°|'

x

A S0,
USAE 22t
To say might have gone, the past tense goes on the first verb, not on 22C}. Putting it on 22C} changes the

meaning entirely to "l did not know." This is the single most common error for English speakers translating "might
have."

HkXIE 2t
FAY 'X|£Eaf

ol

> _I

noun cannot take the ending directly. It needs the copula O|Ct first, which gives Y| =

USSA = St
oIS2|E 2212

—

Stems ending in 2 already supply the 2, so 2 is not added. The same applies to AT}, &C}, =L}
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