Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 3

-(2)= opgo

at a time like this, when things are this bad

Names a dire situation and uses it to dismiss something as unthinkable. OF2 means a yard — figuratively, the ground you find

yourself standing on.

H How it attaches

Situation Form Example
Endsinavowel -2 Opzhof| YSHCH— 2hek opetof|
Endsina -2 opgho]| HL} - S Ottof|
consonant

Completed -(2)L optoll 5|0 Tl OFetof|
situation

Endsin 2 nothing added DHSCH— ohE 0ol

Second clause  dismissal, often

a question

Situation must  serious ordinary situations don't
be fit

B Notes

Attachment is the standard rule with the 2 short form: ZHECt
gives Tt OH0f. The completed form -(2)L Ot is equally
common. O}z takes a space.

The situation named is serious or desperate — a business
failing, a deadline collapsing, a relationship ending. It does not
work with ordinary circumstances.

The second clause dismisses something as out of the question,
and it very often takes the form of a rhetorical question: 2|At7}
Yot 0tol| ST0| F& 280[0]Q7

The tone is emphatic and emotional. It belongs to speech and

to dramatic writing rather than neutral reports.

W Examples

© 3(A7H 23 opeto) £70| 22 A20]0R?
With the company about to go under, what use is a promotion?
© ol sllofZ! oholl O] RE mHA| F oL,
Now that we've split up, what's the point of arguing over why?
© noizo| LiYe! obetoll M2 AR 4 gltt
With the deadline tomorrow, we can't start over.
O o3 o2 A= ol oheo ofgolatle.
We haven't even got food, and you're talking about a trip?
© ciA oS oieto| 20| 1 BRIt USNR?
If we're going to remake it anyway, is there any pointin
repairing it?
O ol 2 oietol| £ 0lg7} ALICL

Things being as they are, there's no reason to hide it.

B Compared with

-(Q)r/=ol%
0|4 takes a settled fact and states an obligation; Ot=0f| takes a
crisis and dismisses an option. One commits, the other rules

out.
AZFst 0| AF BLHOE BICE (we must finish) / 2 OFEHo| £2 A 2917}

(what use is it)

-(2)= x|ZHo|c}t
X|Z0|C} describes the extreme state itself; OF=H0]| uses it as a
premise for dismissing something else.

ME{E X|ZH0|0| K. (I'm about to collapse) / A2{ & Otztof 202t L.
(work, in this state?)

-=0
-=H sets up background neutrally; OFH0l| loads it with urgency
and usually leads to a rhetorical question.

HHEH| ofEH 7tR7? (I'm busy) / 2et Otehol| O{EAH| 7tR7 (with
everything collapsing)

B Watch out

X M7t ES oteo] S 240 Q.

O 7} ZobM L2 Zt0l .

ot2holl requires a serious or desperate situation. For ordinary
circumstances, use a plain reason ending.

X CHA| HS2 0rgol| 1 2ot JASNR?

O CHAl 2HS Opeoll nE L7t ASNR?

Astem ending in 2 already supplies it, as with 2tE 702 and 2t X|E
o|ct.

X SIAZE e Orol STI0IR.

O 2|7} ¥e ool S%I0] & 220(0K?

The second clause dismisses something as pointless. A plain
statement of fact leaves the construction unresolved.
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