TOPIK 11 LEVEL 3

-(2)= =0|t}

that's all, merely

Narrows a claim to one thing and closes the door on anything more. Often used to deflect praise or to
play something down.

HOW TO ATTACH IT

Ends in a vowel -= #o|ct st — & #olo2
Ends in a consonant -2 {#olc} Z0 - ZE2 2002
Endsin 2 nothing added oFSCH - O #0[0]2
Past -%/%E ot e B

With a noun noun + £0|C} o|A&ol02

Formal variant -(2)= wEolct st rEYL(CE

WHEN TO USE IT

Attachment is the standard rule with the 2 short form: 8F&C} gives BHS 20|C}. Past is -Qt/AS 220|Ct, and with a
noun &0|C} attaches directly: 0| Z{&0]0f|2

It insists that nothing beyond this applies: A= Al & Y& S EULICH — | merely did my job. In Korean this is a
standard way to wave off thanks or credit.

It also states scarcity plainly: &2 A& 0| A4&£0|0|2.

The related -(2) 2 E0|Ct means the same in a more formal register, common in speeches and written
statements.

IN USE

1AM ALY dE e BYLICH

AN

| merely did what | was supposed to do.
2 1A 20| %S F0[0f2.
| was just lucky, that's all.
3 g2 A2 0|AF0|0.
This is all that's left.
4 Me g AAHS 20U K.
| merely stood and watched.
5 AlZHo] =25 28 #0|A| {FA|= gdot=

It just takes a while — it isn't difficult.
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6

= OFF & i0] RS E0IAN L.

He said nothing and only smiled.

COMPARED WITH

o
—

-

B limits a noun; -(2) 2 20|Ct limits a whole statement and shuts it off. The second is heavier and more
emphatic.

At 20{ 2. (only | went) / 1 242 #0|0f|2. (I merely went, nothing more)
-(2)= &0k ofL|2t
Same &, opposite move. #20|C} stops at one thing; &2+ OtL|2} negates the limit in order to add another.

A 20]0fI2. (it's only cheap) /& 20k OfL| 2t Bt Z0t2. (cheap and tasty too)

o]
2H0i| needs a negative verb and complains about scarcity; ®20|Ct states the limit directly with a positive one.

O] Zstof| §1o{L. / 0| A ZE0|o| L.

WATCH OUT

x

x

x
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Me Y S-S #2002,

A= 1Y OS¢

A stem ending in 2 already supplies it, as with 2t= A0 and 2t= =2,

HeHagd
| (o]

AeAd g g

& is a noun and takes a space after a modifier. Only after a bare noun does it join: O|Z{&0[0{| .
O|A&0| glofa.
O|ZdE0lof| 2. / 0| Zdhof glola.

240|Ct takes a positive predicate; 50f| takes a negative one. Mixing the two produces neither.
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