Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

{(2)= 4 Uchelct

can, cannot — ability and possibility

| Built from the future modifier -(2) 2 plus 2, a noun meaning "way" or "means." Literally: there exists a way to do it.

H How it attaches

Stem type Form Example
Endsinavowel -2 4!} SICH— & = 0iR
Endsina -2+ ACt Ht - H2 = A0K
consonant
Endsin 2 nothing added SO — 2kE £ AR
Negative -(2)= +eict st gloje
Spacing Fisaseparate & 2A02 —not Y
word

Learned skill -(2)= & Lt g & Lote

M Notes

It covers both skill — =01 & += A0{2 — and circumstantial

o]

possibility: LI Bt & UK. The negative 8iC} covers the
matching impossibilities.
Because 2= is a noun, it stands as its own word: & # A0,

never &4 A0 L. Attachment follows the standard rule, and a 2
stem adds nothing: 2HSCt gives Bt += A0 K.

Against &, the difference is where the obstacle sits. -(2)2 = g1
C} points at the impossibility itself — a rule, a physical limit, a
lack of skill. & points at a specific attempt that failed. For
"photography is not allowed here," Korean wants ®2 % gl0{2;
for "I couldn't get a photo today," & A0 L.

W Examples

© = 30iE =3 T4 Yoin.
| can speak a little Korean.
© oi7|M AElg HE 4 Aojg?
Can | take photos here?
O 25224008,
I can't go today.
O JuA= US4 U
That kind of thing can happen.
© ol Ho= ootz 4 YLILL
You can make a booking with this app.
0O =xtME oHE 4 Qlojg.
| can make it on my own.

B Compared with

=

-(2)z %= 8iCt states that no way exists; 2 reports that a
particular attempt was blocked. Rules and permanent limits
take the first.

of7]0fl M EfHHE T2 = §101K. (not allowed) / O1Hl= & TR0 Q.
(couldn't manage to)

-(2)= & gt}
This one is specifically about a skill you have learned. For

swimming, driving, or playing an instrument it is the more
precise choice.

£He £ 21012, (I'm able to swim) / €& & 20tR. (I know how to
wim

(%]

-0f/0{ = &|ct
"Can" in English covers both ability and permission. Korean
splits them: ability takes = QUCH, permission takes -Ot/0{ = &[C}.

Z 2 202, (I'm able to go) / 7t= =HL. (I'm allowed to go)

B Watch out

Astem ending in 2 already supplies it. The same applies to & 4= 10

2and & A0 K.
X 20 E g .

OBHA01E 2 4 0iR.

= isanoun and stands apart. Writing it joined is a spelling error,
though a common one online.

X O{7|0f| M AFElS 2 e 2 9lojg
O 67|0|M AMElS e 2 clojg

>

Do not stack the two
both.

egatives. Either  ®0{R or ®W& = 21012 — not
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