TOPIK 11 LEVEL 5

-(2)=& EE ofC}

on the verge of, barely

Something hovering right at a threshold — almost happening, not quite. The paired & sets the two
states against each other and leaves the thing suspended between them.

HOW TO ATTACH IT

Ends in a vowel -= 2t okt Sa|ch Salet arat
Ends in a consonant -2 2t gzt oo S22k aret
Endsin 2 nothing added orSCH— o2k et
Usually followed by St ot 2t atet gict
Before a noun -(2)=2F arzt 5t Salak otz st Ag|
Indecision instead -(2) =7t L7t stct Z7t 9t ol

WHEN TO USE IT
Attachment is the standard rule with the 2 short form. The pairing is fixed — the verb with 2, then ZCt with 2
— and 3ttt normally follows.

It describes a state at the edge of happening: £&0| &322 2rat 3iCt — fingertips almost touching. The observer
is watching something teeter.

Compared with -(2) 2 7t 77} Sttt, which is about a person's indecision, this one is about a physical or perceptual
threshold. Nobody is deciding anything.
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Before a noun it becomes -(2) =2 2 &2t

IN USE

1S Aol 20| Be 2 gt
Their fingertips were almost touching.
2 S Y B 2422 D07 FUIIC,
He muttered something in a barely audible voice.
3 ofi7H A U2 FojZE Eet ofd AUC.
The sun was just on the point of slipping behind the mountain.
4 {£20| ojA2t w2} =7}0] WLt
Tears gathered at her eyes, on the verge of falling.
5 20| AR Tr=0{aet et oF AEfAC,

The shape was only just beginning to hold.
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6 20| Sat atet st uf M3t 23t

The phone rang just as | was drifting off.

COMPARED WITH

-(2)=7t Lt st
Similar shape, different subject matter. -(2) a7} L7t i
hovering at a threshold.

SH
PN

277 U7 MO (I couldn't decide) /

-(2)= sttt

s a person weighing a choice; -(2) 2 2 22t is a thing

f. (almost touching)

B SHCH reports a near miss that is over and usually alarming; -(2) 2 2 &2t describes the hovering itself, often
calmly.
EOoj& #HO| 2. (nearly fell) / Bo{&2 2t 22t SHCE (on the verge of falling)
()= AR
HE 2 measures how far something went; -(2) 2 & &t places it exactly at the boundary.
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t. (so quiet it couldn't be heard) / =

Yz ey e

t. (just barely audible)

describes something hovering at a threshold.

eeds B, since it is functioning as a modifier.
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