TOPIK 11 LEVEL 5

-(2)= M=t

lest, for fear that

Anxiety expressed in a literary register. It is -(2) 2 77} &} lifted into written Korean, and you will meet it in

novels far more often than in speech.

HOW TO ATTACH IT

Ends in a vowel -2 M2t INCE — ZM2t
Ends in a consonant -2 M2t =0 =SM2t
Endsin 2 nothing added OFSCH— BFS M2t
Second clause a precaution ga2|E FAC
Never takes tense plain stem only e M2t is wrong
Spoken version -(2)=7t &} 47t 2t

WHEN TO USE IT

Vowel stems take -2 M|2}, consonant stems -2AM2t, and a 2 stem adds nothing: 2t=A|2t.

The first clause names the feared outcome, and the second describes the care taken to avoid it: O}0|7} ZEA| 2}
B4 2| E 2R CH— she muffled her footsteps for fear of waking the child.

Because the second clause is a precaution, it is usually a careful or gentle action — RAIAZIH|, AD{A|, Z0|C},
2t=C}
oT .

The register is distinctly literary. In conversation, -(2) 2 7t B} is the form people actually use.

IN USE

1 OfO|7t M2t Y| S S0 ZAULE
She walked softly, lest the child wake.
2 WOl =SMet ME S LHCE
He hurried out for fear of being late.
3 == =ZAMe 2 E SC
She turned away lest her tears be seen.
4 i CR2IM|2t Of09] &2 & &RULH.
He held the child's hand tightly for fear she might be hurt.
5 ZY0| SE{ANMt ZAHATA QLS RACE.
He shaped it carefully, lest it lose its form.

6 H|LO| MO LiZAM|et S42|E UL

= T M

They lowered their voices for fear the secret would get out.
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COMPARED WITH

-(2) =7} &t
Identical meaning, everyday register. -(2) 2 7 B} is what people say; -(2) 2 M2t belongs to narrative prose.
241 B} 283| 10| (speech) / ZiM|2t ZA2|2 Z ALt (writing)

2| UEE

-A| & = states the purpose plainly and neutrally; -(2) 2 M2} adds the emotion of dread.

A L== 2 835| JCt (so as not to wake) / ZHM|2} (in fear of waking)

oj
The adverb 30 — "by any chance" — is a frequent companion, reinforcing the anxious tone.

Aol =SAM2t/ Ao CrE M2t

WATCH OUT

X 0f0|7f7’”°)\1|3f a2 FUC
O Oro|7t ZM|et Eae|E SUCH

-(2) 2 M2t never carries tense. The feared event has not happened.

E2gAMl=t 3 ESUH.

—=2AM

Ol =
0 20| SEHUME ZAAEA CHRAC.

>
OoO

The second clause has to be a precaution. A careless action contradicts the fear stated.

x

b =S M2k Ee| 7k}
O Of =37t &t ¥a| 744t
“(2)=AM

2} is literary. In speech, -(2) 27t 8} is the natural form.
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