Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

-(2)H

if, when

Sets a condition. Korean does not separate "if" from "whenever" here — one ending covers both, and context decides which one

an English speaker would say.

H How it attaches

Stem type Form Example

Endsinavowel -H 7tct — 7tH

Endsina -OH HC} > HOH

consonant

Endsin 2 & stays, nothing TtSCH— HET

added

olct (ol stgol

Permission, -()HE|CH/otE| TJHHE{R /IHHQLER

obligation ct

Wish -(e)H 3t H|7} ¥ Z30{Q
M Notes

As a condition: A|Zt0] L™ ZH0| 7tR. As a habitual trigger: S0|
E|H 20| HL (when spring comes, flowers bloom). English
would use "if" for the first and "when" for the second; Korean
sees one pattern.

Attachment is the standard consonant rule, and 2 behaves the

=

easy way for once — it stays and nothing is added: ZFSCt gives

il

It anchors several everyday patterns you will meet soon: -(2)™
E|Ct (it's fine if, that will do), -(2)& 2t E|C} (must not), and -(2)™
ZZUCt (I hope, | wish). Learning the ending well pays off across
all of them.

W Examples

© uzto| 0w Het FuIL.
If you have time, get in touch.
© 17t 28 ot 2 o2,
If it rains, | won't go.
0| £[™H 20| 1R,
When spring comes, the flowers bloom.
st=2of| 7HH & st HojR?
What do you want to do if you go to Korea?
E0| BoH E308.
I wish I had a lot of money.
O| HES F+2H Q.

It opens when you press this button.

@ © 0 o

B Compared with

-(2)=uf
-(2)H™ sets a condition that may or may not hold; -(2) 2 uif
names a time that does. For a one-off past event, only -(2) = i
works.

B

oh=0i| 7tH Z K|S HO{R. (whenever | go) / $H=20f| 22 mf ZUX|
L. (when | went)

il

-Ot/ol
-(2)® says the condition brings the result about; -0t/ = says
the result holds regardless.

H|7t 2™ ot ZH Aol K. (if it rains, | won't go) / HIZL 2= Z Ao K.
(evenifitrains, I'll go)

-(e)unt

-(2)LI77t treats the first clause as an established fact; -(2)™
leaves it open. Swapping them changes a reason into a
possibility.

Alzto] gloL|7t E4A|E EFAICE. (we have no time) / A|ZH0] GO EHA
£ EMIK. (if you're short of time)

B Watch out
X H7tHEoH =AM Q?
OHN7tatEH EMQ?

Stems ending in 2 take nothing extra here. Note that this differs from -
(2)LI7t, where the 2 drops instead.

X ZEof gt=0f 7tHE XS HAN K.

O Ztoll 330 242 mf AXIS HAolR.

-(2)™ describes a repeatable condition. A single completed event
needs -(2)2 M with the past marker.

X U H|7F o™ of 2 {0 Q.

O L H7} 2 ot Z AHojlR.

A future condition stays in the plain form. -t/ 2™ exists but
expresses a wish, asin H|7} 2t9™ Z20{Q.
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