TOPIK | LEVEL 2

(2)e A

since — how long it has been

Measures the time elapsed since something happened. Built on the past modifier plus A|, a noun —
which is why it needs a space, and why it is not the same word as -=A4|.

HOW TO ATTACH IT

Ends in a vowel -u 2| Lt - 23|
Ends in a consonant -2 2| SO — S22 A
Endsin 2 2 drops ACE - 4F 2]
Closing verb E|C, A|Lic, ot A ol
Spacing 2] is a separate word 2 2| — not 22|
Different word -£2| = whether te4 Z2te

WHEN TO USE IT

(¢

The pattern is -(2) L Z| + duration + E|Ct: SH=20f| 2 Z| AF & SHO{ 2 (it's been three years since | came to Korea).
Z|LICE and 'ECt work in place of E|C}.

Attachment uses the past modifier, so 2 drops: AC} gives At Z].

Two mechanical points. A| is a noun, so it is written with a space before it — = Z|, not 22|. And it must not be
confused with -=2|, a completely different ending meaning "whether," which is written joined: 7t=%| =2t2.

English says "I have been here for three years," putting the duration on the main verb. Korean puts the arrival in
the past modifier and measures from there.

IN USE

1 ot=0 = 2] & E Hoe.
It's been three years since | came to Korea.
2 ot=0|E HiE A| EOILE SHo{R?
How long have you been learning Korean?
3 0| 2[AtOAM et 2| & IHEE o2,
I've been at this company for about six months.
4 S H2 R = AIZH0] Ao L.
Two hours have passed since | ate.
5 0| SU4[0f &F 2] 22iFHO 2.
I've lived in this neighbourhood for a long time.

Korean Grammar Map koreangrammarmap.com 1/2



6

I ArgS et 2] & EH0| Ao,

It's been over a year since | met him.

COMPARED WITH

(@) %o

Both sit on the past modifier, but =0 sequences two events while X| measures elapsed time.

o
s o

= Off AU (after eating) / BHS H

rlo

2| & AIZFSHO{ 2. (two hours since eating)

rlo
ol

o
=0t covers a stretch during which something happened; -(2) L 2| counts forward from a starting point to now.

A H SOFARO|R. (lived there for three years) / AF | & E SHO{R . (I've lived here three years so far)

Different word, similar look. -=2%| means "whether" and joins directly to the stem with no space.

2 2| A SHO{2. (three years since coming) / 2=2| 227Z10{2 . (I don't know whether he's coming)

WATCH OUT

x >

|’O||

x

|'O||

0| s4lof &2 2| 224580{L.

O S0 4k 2] 22502,

Stems ending in 2 drop it before the past modifier: AF Z|, BE= Z|, OF= A2t

b0l 22| 43 o2,

b0l 2 2| &F EH o2,

Z] is a noun and takes a space. Written joined, it becomes the unrelated ending -=4].
012 B2 A 4 d 3Hole.

ol 012 HiE A| &F & SHo2.

The measurement starts from a completed point, so the modifier must be past. -+ would describe something
ongoing.

|'O||

ofi
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