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pretend to

Says someone is putting on an appearance they know to be false. Follows the modifier system, so verbs

and adjectives take different forms.

HOW TO ATTACH IT
Verb, present

Verb, completed
Adjective
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Verbs take -= Z3ICt for present, -(2) L Z3ICt for a completed action. Adjectives take -(2) v Z35tCt O|C} gives

-Ql H{3}C}. Stems in 2 drop it.

The pretence is deliberate and the speaker knows it is false: At

The word A|3C} is an exact synonym and slightly more formal: Oh= |3}Ct,

hardened into set expressions for showing off.

Because it attributes dishonesty, saying it about someone senior is a strong accusation.

IN USE

1 IOjEsiM Ats N2,

— T1AA

I was tired, so | pretended to be asleep.

2 R22BAM Otz 25| OHMI2.

Don't pretend to know when you don't.
3 M2 2R TH AL 2 BO| OO L.

| acted like | was fine, but it really hurt.

4 X S Hotil O A LU0,

| pretended not to hear and just walked past.

s AR 5 a2,

He's always showing off.
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0|2 means you were awake and performing
sleep. This is quite different from -0t/0{ E0|C}, which merely reports an impression.

t X|5tCH Two of these have
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6 g Es= AU MZ 0= AO|R”UO2.
They acted like strangers, but they knew each other.

COMPARED WITH

-0t/0f &0|C}

-0t/0f E0IC} reports how something looks to you; Z5tC} says the person is staging it on purpose. One is
observation, the other accusation.

3]

MO 202 (you look fine) / A2 {52 (you're acting fine)

(o) /= 7 2Tt
24 ZCt hedges your own judgement; Z235tCt makes a claim about someone else's intent. They are not
interchangeable.

A= Z4 20t (I think he's asleep) / A= 2. (he's pretending to sleep)
-(2) v /&= AI5tct

The same construction with a different noun. &|3tCt is a little more formal, and 2k X|SICHand Of= |5t are
the two you will meet most.

Of= 2{SIL} / OF= ISkt

WATCH OUT

X Mas HYyole,
0 e HYOR.

HZEC}H is an adjective, so it takes -(2) L . -= belongs to verbs.
X DERIA e H517| Op8.
0 220X Of= Aot OtM| L.

Stems ending in 2 drop it before -=, as everywhere in the modifier system.
X Rado| 22E Mty L.

=3
=
0 FEHO| ¥ 22X A EELHH.

ZStC} accuses someone of putting on an act. Directed at a superior it is a serious charge, so hedge with Z4 ZCt
instead.
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