Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

(2)e/=/(2)2 + BA

noun-modifying forms — the verb that describes a noun

English puts a whole clause after the noun: the book | read. Korean puts it before, and marks its tense on the verb itself. This

system underlies dozens of later grammar points.

H How it attaches

Word type Form Example
Verb, past -(e)r ACt— S X
Verb, present = At > =M
Verb, future -(Q)= SiCt— g2 M
Adjective, -(Q)u ZELCt—> 2 AR
present
RACH/ gict = HO|A= ot
group
2 stems 2 drops HSCH— e /BE=
o|Ct -¢l SHMQI X7
Recollection o Xtz 74 7|

H Notes

The modifier always comes before the noun, and the tense sits
on it rather than on the main verb. 0{A| ¢/2 * (the book | read
yesterday), X|2 2= # (the book I'm reading), LI 212 H (the
book I'll read).

Verbs and adjectives behave differently, and this is where most
errors come from. Verbs: past -(2)L, present -, future -(2)2
Adjectives: present -(2)L — £2 AtEH Ol £. So ¢ is a past
verb but £Z2 is a present adjective, even though they look alike.

One group sits between the two. Adjectives built on ICt or SiCt
take -, not -(2)L: MO|YA= B, SA= S, MO|gl= =Y. And
stems ending in 2 drop it before -(2)L and -=: 2HELC} gives BHE
and ZtE&=.

W Examples

© xI2 gt Hol olglolL.

The book I'm reading now is good.
© ofx| gt Arztolol 2.

This is the person | met yesterday.
O uzz 2z ¥,

I've decided where to go tomorrow.
O =242 U o,

I had some delicious food.
© ol 22 Moig.

I bought some lovely clothes.

O 7t M= 22 M20l0lIL.
The place | live is Seoul.

B Compared with

English relative clauses

Word order is the reverse. Everything that would follow the
noun in English goes in front of it in Korean, and no relative
pronoun is used.

the book | read yesterday — OA| &{2 *

Verbs vs adjectives

The same ending means different things depending on the
word class. -(2)L on averb is past; on an adjective it is
present. Nothing in the form tells you which — you have to
know the word.

212 M (the book | read) / £2 M (a good book)

-
Describes something habitual or unfinished in the past, with a

note of recollection. It contrasts with -(2) L, which reports a
completed action plainly.

Xtz 7+ | (the cafe | used to go to) / 01X 2t 7| (the cafe | went
to yesterday)

B Watch out

X S H0|UA2 Eato Q.
O ¥ xo|U= Hstol 2.
AdJectlves ending in QUCt or §iCt take -=, not -(2) L. BERUE=, BHglE, ZHO|

gle= all follow.
X E= MRS B R.
E2 AIES Aol .
Ordinary adjectives take -(2) L for the present. -&= belongs to verbs,
and to the {Ct group.
X H7totse 240l0 .
O N7t 2HE S2{ojoig.
Astem endingin 2 drops it before -(2)L and -=: BHE, BIEE=.
Compare AH= AFZHand AF Ab2H from AT
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