-(2)v /= 2380IH

such is the state of affairs

Reports how things actually stand, usually badly. A& means the real situation — and the phrase is a
staple of reports that have bad news to deliver.

HOW TO ATTACH IT

Adjective -(2)- d¥olct 2ZsiCt - 25 HF LU
Verb -= AdZolct O|Z3ICt — o| &5tz HFo|Tt
Endsin 2 2 drops oFSCH - Cte= A Folct
Situation is unsatisfactory a gap between ought and is
Spacing 414 jsanoun FZst AZolct

Spoken version Azho|ct of LHo| £=5F A2to]o 2

WHEN TO USE IT

The form follows the modifier system: verbs take -= & 0|C}, adjectives -(2) v AHO|C}. Stems in 2 drop it, and
A4 takes a space.

The situation described is nearly always unsatisfactory. &4 carries the sense of a gap between how things
should be and how they are: Of|At0| £Z5t AAQIL|Ct.

It is a way of stating a problem without assigning blame, which is why it appears constantly in official reports and
briefings.

The register is formal and written. In speech, 420|C} or a plain statement does the same job.

IN USE

1 PR Ol A0 2| R ESH ALY
The relevant budget is, as things stand, badly short.

2 01 49j0f 0|25t Ao|ct,
We still find ourselves dependent on imports.

3 W2 olzg 27| ofze MY
Specialists are, in practice, hard to come by.

4 Hes Al Aoz 25 1| b= -0l
The system exists but is not properly run.

5 2 A s AFol2t AlZto] 22 Azt

We are reduced to making the parts ourselves, which takes time.
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6 A2 AR YA & FA| = 2 YU

Support has grown, but it does not really reach the ground.

COMPARED WITH
(@) /= ol et
ol ACH locates the essence of a problem; AAO|Ct simply reports the state of things. Diagnosis versus description.
S34|= of|Ato] 225t G| QIC} (the problem lies there) / Of|At0] 225t A1H0|C}. (that is how things stand)
-(2)= A|Zo|ct
2| Z0|C} is emotional and personal — you are suffering. 21740|C} is neutral and institutional.
242 2|20]0|2. (I'm about to collapse) / 21210| EZ5t A1HQIL|C} (staffing is short)
Atgo|ct
ArSh

A3t s any situation; A4 specifically implies the real state falls short of what it should be.

HHE &=H0|0| 2. (things are busy) / 0f|4H0] 2=t A O0|Ct. (funding is inadequate)

WATCH OUT

x

Oi£0] 27 =0t ZY YTt
0 OHE0| I =0 S&YHCt

A implies a shortfall. Good news takes 4t} or a plain statement.

HoDo =y

X 252338 = 2Z0(0t
HII o [ -

0 &2 2d ote= AHo|ct.

Stems ending in 2 drop it before -=, as everywhere in the modifier system.

x

Of, 5 =0| gl= Z40|0F.

0 Ok A= =0| 8l

Al40|Ct is report language. In conversation it sounds like reading from a briefing.
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