TOPIK 11 LEVEL 3

-(2)- /=] EHH/R2EL

know or not know whether, what, when

Embeds a question inside a sentence. Korean leaves the question word exactly where it stood — no
reordering, no extra word for "whether."

HOW TO ATTACH IT

Verb, present -4
Adjective

Past, any word type -XA=A
Not yet decided -(2)=2]
Endsin 2

o[t -012|

WHEN TO USE IT

Qb 23]
Zct 2237
AEA

The form follows the modifier system: verbs take -=2|, adjectives -(2) L Z|, and the past is -/A=2| for
everything. For something not yet decided, -(2) 2 Z|. Stems in 2 drop it: Ot=2|, BtE=X]

It works with or without a question word. YA =2 ¥0t27? asks when; 2=4| ¥0t2? asks whether. The
structure does not change.

Note the particle: what you know is marked with 2/ when the embedded clause is treated as an object, but in
practice Korean simply says ¢1A =] €0t with no particle at all — and that is the natural form.

B =2C} s used far more than €Ct here, because saying you do not know is the more common conversational

move: O{C|0f A=2| 2EZ0 2.

IN USE

1

T AHHO| AA| 22| Zote?

Do you know when he's coming?
SHYAO0l oft|of J=A| 227012,
| don't know where the toilet is.

0] SA10] 02| 22t £ 0L,

A TTAM

| didn't eat it because | didn't know whether it was spicy.

oA £& 0| YAY=A| OfM|27?
Do you know what happened yesterday?
LAY 22 o 242 o}z BE20lR.

| still don't know whether I'll go tomorrow or not.
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e Q20| sh= AHQIZ| Z3H0{_.
| didn't know that he was Korean.

COMPARED WITH

-(2)LF Stk

-LF2 reports a question someone asked; -=2%| embeds a question inside knowing, wondering, or checking. Both
translate as "whether."

QLD SR L. (he asked whether I'm coming) / 2&2| 22t&. (I don't know whether he's coming)

(2)e A

A different word that looks nearly identical. -(2) v Z| with a space measures elapsed time; -=2| joined means
"whether."

= A| 39 02 (three years since coming) / 2=4| =2t2. (whether he's coming)

(2)=2|

Used when the matter is undecided or lies ahead. ZZ| 220 s about a decision not yet made; 7t=4|
B2710{ R is about a fact you lack.

LA 2270{2. (I haven't decided) / 7t=A| 22310{2. (I don't know if he goes)

WATCH OUT
X 0] S4{0] B3| 22| FAIR
0 0] S40| 02| 22| FAIR

x

>

Lt is an adjective, so it takes -(2) L Z|. -=2| belongs to verbs and the QUCt group.
O ARHO| E BrEE=A| 22708,

0 Aol Y Bl a0l

Stems ending in 2 drop it before -=2/, as everywhere in the modifier system.

2 ARO[ Q1A 2= 2| L0tR27?

1 AFHO| Q1A 2=4] ¢ote?

Written joined it means "whether." With a space it becomes the unrelated -(2) Lt 2| that measures elapsed time.
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