TOPIK | LEVEL 2

A}

or — between verbs and clauses

The verb counterpart of (O])Lt. English "or" covers both, so the two get mixed up constantly.

HOW TO ATTACH IT

Any verb or adjective -72{Lt At — AALE

2 stems keep the 2 -4y USCH— TSAHL

Both halves marked -4 -4 AL EALL SR

Past -/ A7t AL

Nouns take (onu HI|Lt 2t — not AL ALt
Indifference =4 A=A EEA|

WHEN TO USE IT

Attach -7L} to any stem — no vowel rule, 2 stays, and tense can appear in front when needed: Zf7{L}.

It joins two actions or states as alternatives: TL0l= 23 AL FotE BtR. Attaching it to both halves — ALt
E7{L} SICt — adds a sense of "one or the other, it varies."

The line to hold is against (O[)Lt, which joins nouns. HI|Lt 2} is right; 4T {Lt &t is not. If what you are joining
could take a particle, you need (O])L}.

It also works with adjectives: U2 RAHLE OjRLH L5 M 2.

IN USE

1 RYOE M QL YBE Bie.
At weekends | read or watch films.
2 A|[ZHO| QIALL I| 25t OF It B2
If you're short on time or tired, you don't have to come.
3 MY S AIA BHOR.
For dinner | either cook or order in.
4 UR R IR TEE ML,
Let me know if it's too salty or too spicy.
5 AR 9 AL 22 2= S Ao,
He's either already gone or on his way now.
6 2= Holle AALE ARSEALE SHE.
On days off | sleep, or go for a walk, or something.
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COMPARED WITH

(oLt
Nouns take (O])Lt; verbs and adjectives take -7 Lt. This is the single distinction that matters, and it catches
learners at every level.

F{I|Lt 245 OtM L. (coffee or tea) / HL|E OFA|ALE 2+E OFM L. (drink coffee or drink tea)

-£2|

-7{Lt presents a genuine choice between two options; -=%4| says it makes no difference which. Close in form,
different in attitude.

QULEBL2 . (I read or watch) / HE2| EE2| StMIL. (read, watch, whatever you like)
OfL|H
OFL|® stands between two full sentences, closer to "or else." It is not a particle and attaches to nothing.

2H
)

njo

7Lt st

mj

22,/ MS A2, OfL|H FotE &2,

njo

WATCH OUT

>

HIO| AL 2HE FH2.
0 HIJLI & FAM 2.

-7L} joins verbs and adjectives. To offer a choice between two nouns, use (O[)L}.

x

A S 7L Al7ICHHR.
0 HAS SHLEAIAH Holg,

The second half needs to be a properly conjugated clause. -AL} links two complete predicates, not a stem to a
bare dictionary form.

x

AlZEO] SO AL} T2 5HH 2StA| 2.
O AJZHO] @iALt D25t SN2,

-7{Lt attaches to the plain stem, not to the -0t2/0{ 2 form. Strip the ending back first.
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