Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

-7| Fof|

before doing

Places one action before another. The stem never changes and never takes tense — which makes it easier than its partner -(2)

=0f|, and a good place to start.

H How it attaches

Situation Form Example
Any verb -7| Hojl RiCh— Xp7| Hof|
2 stemskeep  -7| Moj| QHSCH— oS 7| ™ol
the 2
Never takes plainstemonly 27| M0l does not exist
tense
With a noun noun + Hoj| ALAFHof|
Time ago amount + Foj| & & Hoj|
Opposite -(e) =0 He =20
M Notes

Attach -7| 0l to any plain stem: Xt7| F0j| 0|2 SOIR. There is
no vowel rule, no consonant rule, and 2 stays put.

Two things stay fixed no matter what. The form is always -7|,
never -= or -(2). And it never carries tense: whether the
sentence is past or future, the first clause stays Xt7| ®of|, and
the final verb does the work.

With a noun, drop the -7| and use Tl directly: /At Hof|, =& H
0ll. The same word also measures time backwards from now —
4 1d H0il means three years ago.

W Examples

X7 Holl S 2joiR.

I read a book before | go to sleep.
=9 ™ol 7o & opdoi K.

I had coffee before class.
EWSI7| Hofl A2t FMIR.

Get in touch before you set off.
=0l 27| Holl= 0K,

I didn't know before | came to Korea.
B 7| Mol &AM,

Wash your hands before you eat.
£7| ™ol MFEAICH

Let's hurry before it gets late.

© 6 6 o o0 ©o

B Compared with

(o)L ol
The pair is not symmetrical. "Before" uses -7|; "after" uses the
past modifier -(2) L. Learners often try to use -7| for both.

7| ol / H2 2ol

(@)= mj
-7] il orders two events; -(2) 2 I names the moment
something happens. They can appear in the same sentence
without conflict.

LI7t7| Hofl (before leaving) / Lt& i (when leaving)

Noun + Hoj|

When the action already has a noun form, using it is shorter
and more natural in writing. /At H0f| beats 2Atst7| Hofl on a
prescription label.

AALSEZ| Tof| (spoken) / AIAFF O]l (written, concise)

B Watch out

X Xtz Hof| 0| & HotR.

O X17] Hoj| o] & SHotL.

This construction only takes -7|. The modifier forms -= and -(2)
belong with other nouns, not with F0j.

X oh=0] 27| Mol 3EMo K.

O gt=0 27| Hoj| 3EMo .

Tense never appears before HO0i|. The past is carried by the final verb,
SEMK.

X AA| Hof| k2 EN K.

O MApHOf| 292 EMIR.

-7| turns a verb into a noun. A} is already a noun, so it takes Zof|
directly.
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