Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 3

-7|= Stck

itis, but...

Grants a point before qualifying it. Even without a following clause, the reservation is audible — which is what makes it useful for

polite disagreement.

H How it attaches

Situation Form Example

Any verb or -7|= st SEUCH— ST =3l
adjective

Tense on SICt -7|= UCt 7171= golg

Spoken -2l sjct oA e

contraction

Repetition -7|£ + same 717l 7ta
variant word
2 stems keep -7l 8iCt HET|E oK
the 2
Reservation -7|= shx|at BEU7|= SHR| 2 HIMR
spelled out
M Notes

Attach -7|= to any stem and conjugate SICt. The tense goes on
StCh 77| RO R, not 2E7|= 8l K. In speech it contracts to -Z1 St
ct.

The concession is the point. Bt}{7|= K admits the food is
tasty while leaving a reservation hanging, and the listener hears
it even if you stop there.

Avariant repeats the word itself: 7t7|& 7t2, £7|= £0tR. This is
common in speech and slightly more emphatic.

Spelling the reservation out gives -7|= StX|2t. This entry is the
same construction with the second half left implied.

W Examples

© stw|= s, F ML,
It is tasty. A bit pricey, though.
© 7171 Yo of R giole.
I did go, but there was nobody there.
917l elgi=r] 22 YOI RE0|].
I read it, all right, but I've no idea what it means.
I BHETlE YXIT AZH0| 22 H3Hoig.
I did make it myself, though it took a long time.
UWEI|= ol =2 ok 2 20| Ao K.
Itis fine, but there are one or two things | miss.
271= st=0l 2677t ofE K.
I do know it, but it's hard to explain.

@ © 0 o

B Compared with

-7 six|gt
The same concession with the contrast stated. -7|= 3tC} leaves
itimplied, which can be more tactful.

grI7|1= 8iK. (and there's a but) / 2tQ17|= SHX|ZHHIML. (the but,
stated)

-X[at

-X[2t simply contrasts two facts; -7|= St} first concedes the
other person's point, then qualifies it.

SEQUX|ZHHIMR. (tasty but pricey) / 3tU7|= SHR. (it is tasty, mind
you)

Repetition form

Repeating the word — 7t7|= 7t2, £7|= £0tR — is a spoken
variant that stresses the concession before the reservation
lands.

PIEHR. /71E 7.

B Watch out

X OfF 2t71= sl Q.

O ofdl 7171= ™ol 1.

The tense belongs on StCt. -7| never carries it.

X gRlede. AY =2Ea.

OsiA7|= 6. & HIMX[tR,

The construction sets up a reservation. Following it with unqualified
praise contradicts the concession.

X Ib7l= 2471= golg.

O7171= #oiR.

In the repetition variant, the second word carries the tense on its own.
StChis not added as well.
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