TOPIK 11 LEVEL 3

-7|= StA| 2t

it's true that, but

Concedes a point before contradicting it. Built from -7|= SICt plus -A|2F and it repeats the verb rather
than replacing it.

HOW TO ATTACH IT

Any verb or adjective -7|= SHA| gt HIAIEH — H|M7|= otA| Bt
Spoken contraction -21 SA| 9t HIMpZ1 SR 2k

Past tense on S}Ct 7171 YA|IB

Softer variant -7|& st HIMEZ|= St

2 stems keep the 2 -7 SR gt OtS7|= SHA| Bk

o|ct -0|7|= shA| 2t SH40|7]= ShA|ot

WHEN TO USE IT

Attach -7|= 32|82t to any stem — no vowel rule, 2 stays. Tense goes on StCH 7t7|= 42|t In speech it contracts
to -21 3FZ|BF and -7|= S| is the softer everyday variant.

The structure grants the point first, then pushes back: BIA7|= SHX|2F-E2A0| Z20t2. Compare plain -A|2F, which
simply states two facts side by side. This form acknowledges that the listener may already have the first fact in
mind.

Because of that it is the standard way to disagree politely. Rejecting a suggestion outright is blunt in Korean;
conceding first and then objecting is not.

The same slot takes -7|= 3St=4|, which trails off more gently and leaves the objection implied.

IN USE

1 HIKZ|= ofA|2t 20| Z0ta.
It is expensive, true, but the quality is good.

2 o017} 0|8 7| = of A2t 2 A0[A L.
Korean is hard, yes, but it's genuinely fun.

3 717|= AT OFR L QIR 2.
| did go, but there was nobody there.

4 =7\ SHAIT A 5| = G0t

[ - Lo
| do cook, but not often.
5 Z20 35t 0] S REA L.

It's nice, but the price is a bit much.
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6 BHA0|7| B9 AR 3h1 Y0IR.

I am a student, but | work as well.

COMPARED WITH

-Z| 2k
-2|8k states a contrast; -7|= StA| 2t concedes the first half before contrasting. The concession is what makes it
useful for polite disagreement.

HIMIZ|BF 2012 . (expensive but good) / BIKZ|= SHZ|2F 20t (yes, it's expensive — but good)
-7| = SiCH
One syllable apart, opposite jobs. &= adds a second quality; = concedes the first before qualifying it.

O{H7|= 3H_. (it's also hard) / 0{&7|=3H_. (it is hard, admittedly)

71 s

—

Ending with -=¢| leaves the objection unstated and softer. Useful when you would rather not spell out the
problem.

Z7|= 5tA|2HIML.. (but it's expensive) / £7|= SHHR... (it's good, but...)

WATCH OUT

>

OfA| 2t71= 5hA|2h Ot = SIAN 2.
0 OfA| 77| AT OFF &= IR0 2.

-7| never carries tense. The past goes on StC}, giving

2
=
=

X shd7|= ShA|2 Y= SR,
0 407 otA[2 = o2,

5}
A noun needs the copula O|C} first, as with -7|= Sttt and -HER.
ot 017t 0| 7| SF X2 = A0,
O =07} O{F7|= oFA| 2t Al&S5tn AL,

-7|%= adds a quality and does not set up a concession. To grant a point before objecting, the particle is =.

x
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