Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

-1 Qi

be doing — action in progress

Korean's progressive. Narrower than English "-ing": it covers what is happening right now, but not habits, and not the state left

behind after an action finishes.

H How it attaches

Situation Form Example

Any action -1 ALt Hot > Ao
verb

2 stemskeep -1 UC} SOt —>otEn 0R
the 2

Past -1 AACE HI AR
Honorific -1 AAC D AML

subject

Resulting state  -OF/0f AL} 20| 2 Aoig
Habits plain present Y &l 7te

M Notes

Attach -1 to the stem and conjugate QICh X2 & H1 U0 K.
No vowel rule, no 2 dropping. For an honoured subject, AL}
becomes AAICE MMEHAM 210 AN K.

The trap for English speakers is that Korean does not use it for
habits. "I'm studying Korean these days" is fine, because that is
an ongoing project, but "I go to school every day" must stay in
the plain present: 0f et 0j| 712, never 7t11 QL0 K.

A second trap: with verbs of putting on clothes, -1 UC} is
ambiguous. ZEE Y1 U0 can mean either "is putting the
coat on" or "is wearing it."" For a state that remains after the
action, Korean generally prefers -0t/0{ QICt — 20| 83 o
(the door is open), not €2|1 A L.

W Examples

O x2 @ Hnoig.

I'm eating right now.

H[7} 21 %0 K.

It's raining.

$20{5 B 23 YoiK.

I'm learning Korean.
Mo ™S St AlMIR.
The teacher is on the phone.
JAME2FdS 2008,
He wears glasses.

ot AMoia?

What were you doing?

@ ¢ 6 o o

B Compared with

-ote/o
The plain present already covers habits and general truths, so
adding -1 QICt to them is wrong rather than merely redundant.

0§ 7T Ot K. (every day) / XI2 HIIE O 2 A K. (right now)

-Ot/0{ ALt

-11 ALt describes the action unfolding; -0t/0{ ALt describes the
state it left behind. Verbs of position and opening take the
second.

o1 A0{L. (in the act of sitting down) / 90} A 2. (is seated)

-= S0|C}

Close in meaning and slightly more emphatic, stressing that
you are in the middle of something and cannot be interrupted.
It attaches to nouns as well: 2|2| 00| &.

SEt1 AR, /| SESH= 0|0 Q.
B Watch out

X M= e stuo) 7t Lo,

O XNz i stuof| 7tL.

Habits take the plain present in Korean. -11 ICtis only for something
happening at the moment of speaking, or an ongoing project like @&
Hi 21 0{R.

20| g2|1 Y0{K. — meaning "the window is open"

HE0| B2 AdoiL.

-1 2/t would mean the window is in the process of opening. For the
resulting state, use -0t/0f QICt.

X MHEHM 210 oe.

O MHEHM 21 AN L.

With an honorific subject, XL} has to rise to AA|IC} so the whole
sentence matches.
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