Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 2

-2 LA

after finishing

Marks the first action as finished before the second begins. LIC} means "come out, be done," and it is what adds the sense of

completion that plain -11 lacks.

H How it attaches

Situation Form Example
Any action - LI L — S LEA
verb
2 stemskeep  -ILLIA SO —> oS LEM
the 2
As a condition -1 L}H HLHH EH
Same meaning  -(Q)L 0| /Lt HE =0
oil
Adjectives cannot take it Z 11 LEA does not exist
Never takes plainstemonly  22I1 LtA is wrong
tense
H Notes
Attach -1 LA to any verb stem — no vowel rule, 2 stays, and

no tense in front.

It belongs with action verbs only, and normally the same
subject performs both actions. Adjectives and ULt cannot take
it, since there is nothing to finish.

Against -(2)L Z0f|, the difference is emphasis rather than
meaning. 20| places one event after another on a timeline; -1
LA stresses that the first was completed and dealt with. In

instructions and recipes it is the more natural choice.
The related -1 LIH turns it into a condition: 1 LIH E3Q

(once I've eaten, | get sleepy).

W Examples

© =xE st Lty soiR.

Do your homework first, then play.
UE W LM o8 ENIR.

Take the medicine after you've eaten.
S M LM W2 E FHISHHIR.

Wash your hands, then prepare the ingredients.

Mg BHET LA XIS HolR.

I did the dishes after making dinner.

2&5t LIM AP E sl a.

| take a shower after exercising.

H3HE 1 LM O] E opyoi K.

We had coffee after watching the film.

@@GQQ

B Compared with

-1
-1 simply lists actions in order; -1 L}A{ insists the first was
finished. In a recipe, the difference matters.

22 M1 ZH|SHM . (wash and prepare) / £2 M1 LEA ZH[SIN L.
(finish washing, then prepare)

(@) 30
Nearly interchangeable. Z0i| is more neutral and works in

writing; -1 LtA| sounds more like spoken instruction.
H2 20| of2 EMR. / HI LIM oS ENL.

-XHOpxt

-XtOEXt means no gap at all; -2 LEA{ allows one. If you want to
stress immediacy, the first is the right ending.

H LEM LIZH{ . (ate, then went out) / HXFOIK} LY 2. (went out
the instant | finished)

X E12 291D LEA o Zigiog,
O#2 Hn LM o o,
n

=
-11 LEM never carries tense. The past is expressed once, on the final

X EHMIFED LM L0 Q.

O EM7HS0HM LiZtol 2.

Adjectives describe states and cannot be finished. This ending takes
action verbs only.

X M7t Qe|sti LiM S0 A0 K.

O HI7t f2|st 20| 40| Ao,

-1 LA normally keeps one subject across both clauses. With two
people, -(2) L =0i reads more naturally.
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