TOPIK 11 LEVEL 6
SfCh=ol

at the very least; if nothing else

Names the smallest thing that would have done — and points out that even that was missing. An
adverb, written as one word.

HOW TO ATTACH IT

Word class adverb, one word SHCFESl Matete
Usually followed by noun + (0[)2t= Hetete

Reproach - /U002 &F = 20{OFA|
Offering a fallback - -(2)M2 O|H2t= ZHAH 7t 2
Origin otCt =5l unable even to do
Spelling joined as an adverb SICHR3, not SHCH 2351

WHEN TO USE IT

[t is an adverb, not an ending, and stands at the head of a clause. It is written as one word, though it comes from
ottt &2sll — unable even to do.

What follows names a bare minimum, almost always with -(0)2t=: 5tCHR5H ZsletE st £ gHO{0FA].

The point is that even that minimum was not met. The tone is reproachful, and the sentence often ends in
-Q4/A0{0FZ| or a rhetorical question.

A second, milder use offers a fallback: ttt2sl 0| H2t= 7H4 7ML — take this at least. Here it is generous rather
than critical.

IN USE

1 SICHRSN HEtatE B S ROjoRI 2.
You might at least have telephoned.

2 SfCtxoff O|QkstCt= 2 ot0IC = UO{OF 5HA| Lt
Surely there ought at least to have been a word of apology.

3 SICERESH O|H2te 7HA7HM | L.

Take this at least, if nothing else.
4 BICHRS 22|t 2| ZCiRte ES Hg,

If he had at least stayed at his post, it would have been something.
5 SICtRS 25 Stitete 2y THS 0] ZHO{0R| 2.

You should at least have made a single part yourself.
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6 SICLRSH QABIO|2HE 511 2400 EUS %S

SN2 A2

If only he had at least said goodbye before going.

COMPARED WITH

(o)2t=

They work together. (0])2t= marks the second-best option; SttHEsH announces that you are about to name the
very least of them.

Hst2tE SHMIL. (do call, at least) / SHCFRSH Zst2tE 310{0FZ|. (even that was too much?)
-t 23

The construction it came from. -Ct &8l says something passed its limit; StCHEsH has frozen into an adverb with
its own meaning.

oy

fCH2al A2| %Lt (couldn't bear it) / SCHRSH M3t2t=. (at the very least)

23}

22t marks even the expected thing as absent; StCHEa names the minimum that should have sufficed. Both
point at a floor.

QIALZZ} IRUCEH (not even a greeting) / StCHEsH QIAL2EE 3HO{OFA|. (at least a greeting)

WATCH OUT

x

StCt 23t HstatE $O{oFR).
0 BICIRSH HEI2HE FHO{OFR|.

As an adverb it is written as one word. The spaced 3tCt 23l is the separate "unable even to do" construction.

X StttRol 2|15 d=S E8I3U00FA].
O SiChRsH 2f2 d=0l2t: FH|SHO{0kA|

What follows must be a bare minimum. Naming something lavish contradicts the word.
StCHEal M2tE HO{OFA|.
O StCt=sl Matete 3H0{OFA],

The (0])2t%= is what marks the thing as the least acceptable option, and is expected here.

>
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