Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

Ol/7t

subject marker

Marks who or what performs the action. Which of the two forms you use depends on one thing only: whether the noun endsin a

consonant.

H How it attaches

Noun type Form Example
Endsina (o] SHAHO|
consonant

Endsinavowel 7} A7t

Lt (1, casual) LH7t LH7F — not LI7t
A (1, polite) H7t X7t — not X7t

U (you, casual) 47} U7t — spoken as L|7t

= (who) =71 £t —not 77t
Honorific MM MAEEHH N
subject

M Notes

0l/7} points at the doer. In D0|7} XIR, the cat is the one
sleeping, and the particle is what tells you so — Korean word
order alone will not.

Beyond that basic job, 0l/7} carries a second signal that English
has no equivalent for: it presents the noun as new or selected
information. Answer the question £7t £t0{2? and the answer
must take 0|/7t, because the whole point of your reply is to
identify which person. This is the difference that trips up
learners, and it is why O|/7} and 2/= are not interchangeable
even though both can sit on a subject.

It is also required, not optional, after certain predicates: Lk, &
Ct, Z|Ct, ofLICH, and adjectives describing a state all take a 0|/7}
subject.

H Examples

O syo| xR
My younger sibling is sleeping right now.
© 77t st=0M golg.

A friend came from Korea.

© Azto gloja.

There is no time.

O =5to| Hg 2iolR?
Who read this book?

O #7LstAALIL
| will do it.

O otz M2S EA L.
Grandfather is reading the newspaper.

B Compared with

o

/
2/= marks the topic — what the sentence is about, or what is
being contrasted. 0|/7} marks the subject and presents it as
new. Both can attach to the same noun, and swapping them
changes what the listener hears as the point of the sentence.

rrrir

0 T

X| 0| &2 Ot0| 0|0 2. (introducing myself: the topic is my name) /
0r0|20| | 0|£0|0|L. (of the names available, Michael is mine)

Answering a question

When your reply supplies the missing piece of information, that
piece takes 0|/7t. Using 2/= there sounds like you are
changing the subject.

£t gto]Q? — 010 20| 20{K. (correct) / 00|22 0L, (as for
Michael, he did come — but what about the others?)

HIAM

The honorific form of 0|/7t, used when the subject is someone
you are showing respect to. The verb usually takes -(2)A|- to
match.

MAEHHAM M0 Q. / EFIL 0.

B Watch out

X LotgAa.

Ozt g#s.

Lt and M change shape before 7. There is no Lt7t or X7} — only L7t
and M| 7t. This is the most frequent beginner error in speech.

X =37 2oie?

O Ft gtojg?

L+ contracts to & before 7}. The full form survives elsewhere, as in &+
TE or F70IK.

X X370l ojg.

O X7t o,

Choose by the last letter of the noun, not by meaning or by how the
word feels. Xl ends in a vowel, so it takes 7}.
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