Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

(o)Lt

or; as many as; any

Offers a choice between nouns. The same particle also expresses surprise at a large amount, and forms the "any-" words — three

jobs that look unrelated until you see them side by side.

H How it attaches

Situation Form Example

Endsinavowel L} FI|LE Xt

Endsina oLt 2fo|Lt

consonant

After anumber — as many as M| AlZEOILE Z|CHRio| R
Question fixed forms HF|LE, =L, of T Lt
words

Vague or something Gt E2R?
suggestion

Joiningverbs  -7{L} instead HILE OFA|HLE — not HLE

takes
B Notes

The core use is "or" between nouns: {I|Lt A}Z OFM K. Attach it
to the first option and leave the second bare. It carries a shade
of "either is fine with me," which is why it works so well for
suggestions.

After a number it flips to "as many as" and signals that the
amount is more than expected: M| A|Zt0|L} 7|CHRHO{2 means the
three hours felt long. Say Ml AlZtg}0f ¢F 7|CHROIR and you get
the opposite reaction to the same three hours.

Attached to a question word it produces the "any-" series: ¢1&|Lt
(always), OCILt (anywhere), 7L} (anyone), OFRALE (anything
at all). These are fixed words worth learning whole.

W Examples

© FiuiLt xS0 22t M8,

Please choose between coffee and tea.

AlZto] AoH HetLt ENtR?

If you have time, shall we watch a film or something?
T AZo|L} 230K,

It took as long as two hours.

0| 7L} M7L} C} 0} R.

Either this or that is fine with me.

ST ASE 4 Qloja,

Anyone can make a mistake.

© 0 6 o o

FALL BB FNIR.

Just give me a glass of juice or something.

B Compared with

Lt
(Ol)Lt joins nouns; -7Lt joins verbs and adjectives. English "or"
covers both, so learners regularly reach for the wrong one.

F{I|Lt Kt2 O K. (coffee or tea) / AHLIZ OFA| 7L} AHE OFM K. (drink
coffee or drink tea)

OfL|H
OFL|™ is a connector standing between two full clauses, closer

to English "or else." It is not a particle and takes no attachment.

HL|LE X FMIQ. /AL F=AIQ. OfL|H Xt #EotR.

gholl
Both react to a quantity, in opposite directions. (Ol)Lt says it is
more than expected; 40l with a negative says it is less.

M| Al ZHO|LE Zt01 2. (slept a whole three hours) / Ml AlZHstol| 2 Xt0{2.
(only got three hours)

B Watch out

X FL|O[L} XtE Ot Q.

O Z{u|L} XHE OHM K.

71I] ends in a vowel, so Lt alone. O|L} goes after a consonant, as in &
O|L}.

X DL} ORA|LE SEM|S.

O "L} OfA| 7L} SHA 8.

To offer a choice between actions, the ending is -7{Lt on the verb
stem. (O])L} only attaches to nouns.

X Ml AlZtolLt = ToiR.

O Ml Aztgtoll = ®olL.

(0l)Lt marks an amount as generous, so it clashes with a negative
complaint. For "only three hours," use §0i|.
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