TOPIK | LEVEL 2

-(0])L1o}

even if only, at least

Marks something as less than you wanted but better than nothing. The most formal item on this level,
and the one you are most likely to meet in writing rather than speech.

HOW TO ATTACH IT

Ends in a consonant -o[LtO} ZZO0[LIot

Ends in a vowel -Ltof ZEAILIOL

Typical partners 22, #A|, oA O|Zio|LtDOt

Register formal, modest donations, apologies, prefaces
Not for generous amounts 0LO|LID} does not work
Neutral version (ohzt= 202t ENR

WHEN TO USE IT

The consonant rule is the familiar one: a noun ending in a consonant takes O|L}0f, one ending in a vowel takes
LtOt, 25 0|Lt0}, ZA|LOL,

The meaning always carries a note of insufficiency. 220|Lt0F =&0| E[ASH ZZELICH— | hope it helped, even
if only a little. Saying 23 =&0| & 23 loses that acknowledgement that a little is not much.

Because of this it belongs to modest and formal speech: donations, condolences, apologies, prefaces. It is
common in writing and in careful spoken Korean, and rare among friends.

It cannot mark something generous. Attaching it to a large or satisfying amount contradicts the particle itself.

IN USE

1 250|L0 =50[ E /=2 H FXSLHIH.

M =

| hope it has been of some help, however small.

2 ZEAILIO BIABHA EAHYBLICE
It was a pleasure to be together, brief though it was.
3 O|AO|LtO} 2o FA|H ZAFS S LT
| would be grateful if you would accept this, modest as it is.
4 SH U0 AAS M EFLCH
I'm passing on the news, late though it is.
5 22 Zd0|Lor EEf A AS LT

| wanted to contribute, however little.
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6 ARISZLIOLZ o UOIA CHYOol0 L.
I'm glad | could at least see it in a photo.

COMPARED WITH

(o)zte

Both mean "at least this," but (O])2t= is neutral and everyday. (O])L{0} adds regret that it is not more, and
belongs to formal speech.

20|2t= EMI2. (have some water at least) / 2=0|Lt0F =3 0] &2, (may it help, however little)

(CHE,

Similar shape, opposite feeling. After a number, (0])L} says the amount is more than expected; (O|)LtD0} says it
falls short.

M| A|ZHO|Lt 2012 . (a whole three hours) / ZFA|LIOE 44012 (I rested, if only briefly)
o]
Both point at insufficiency, but 850l complains while (O])Lt0} is grateful for what there was.

M| A|ZHELOf &2 2012 (only three hours) / ZFA|LIDE 2 4~ QIIO|{ L. (at least | got a little sleep)

WATCH OUT

>

HAIO|LOF EAIBHM S MRS
O ZAILIOF A SHRESUIC

ZAl ends in a vowel, so it takes LtO} alone. O|LtO} goes after a consonant, as in 2= 0| L0},

x

LT}

2/0|L0t £20] EAO E2E
o 23EU

0 ZZ0|LIo} =20] &9

22
S M
o =
— S

The particle exists to mark a shortfall. Attached to a generous amount it contradicts itself.

x

Of, O] 40| Lfat HOof.
O Of O|72t= Hof.

(O])LtBt is formal and modest. Among friends, (0])2t= is the natural choice.
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