TOPIK 11 LEVEL 3

(Oh)2t=

at least, even if it's just

Offers the second-best option. Not what you wanted, but better than nothing — and Korean leans on it
constantly to make suggestions sound undemanding.

HOW TO ATTACH IT

Ends in a consonant ol2t= =0[2t=

Ends in a vowel =l HHIolete

Question words any- SHetE, A2t
After o, Of A stacks on SHo2tE 27272
Formal, regretful (oputot Z30[Ltot
Different ending -H2t= = even if gEHete

WHEN TO USE IT

The consonant rule is the usual one: a noun ending in a consonant takes O|2t%=, one ending in a vowel takes
2t 20[|2te, AHI|ete,

The noun it marks is a fallback: HI|2t= St 5tA2 2 ? — if nothing else, shall we at least have a coffee? Framing
the offer as modest is exactly what makes it easy to accept.

Attached to a question word it gives the "any-" series: =72tE, HA2tE, 22tE, OC|2tE.

Do not confuse it with -E{2t=, which attaches to verbs and means "even if." And against (O|)LtO}, this one is
neutral and everyday, where Lt} carries formal regret.

IN USE

1 A2t JSH HI|2te oH2t shade?
If you've got time, shall we at least grab a coffee?
2 gio| Qo™ 2tHOo|2t: HEA 2.
If there's no rice, I'll have instant noodles or something.
3 SIEA[H Z7t0[2te AAM L.
If it's hard going, do rest for a moment at least.
4 oot A YT AA2tE SOEAN L.
If anything comes up, ask me any time.
5 HR T 24| S 0etE E7te?
The weather's nice — shall we head to the park, at least?
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6 O|H2tE AT 7HN2.

Do have some of this before you go.

COMPARED WITH

(o])Ltot

Both mean "at least this," but (O])2t= is neutral and conversational while (0])LtC0} is formal and regrets that it is
not more.

20|2t= EMI2. (have some water at least) / 2=0|Lt0F =3 0] &2, (may it help, however little)

-

u]
—

2t limits to one thing; (0])2t= offers it as a substitute for something better. The tone is quite different.

I 2t OO 2. (only coffee) / HI|2te OFE77ER27? (coffee, if nothing else?)

-Hets

Similar shape, unrelated job. -42t% attaches to verb stems and means "even if"; (0])2t= attaches to nouns.

AHI|2te 02 (coffee at least) / &lSCi 2t StML. (even if it's hard)

WATCH OUT

x

A ER =R TE R NEIT=p)
0 FHIlatE B2t sHAlelR?

7{I| ends in a vowel, so it takes 2t= alone. O|2t%= goes after a consonant, as in =0|2tx=.,
slS0|2tE StM L.
0 gs&Hetz stM L.

(O])2t= attaches to nouns. For "even if" with a verb, the ending is -Cl2t=.

x

A0l 2|30 2. O 7]2t= ZHAICEH
A0l 2(10]2. 07| 2 ZHA[C

x
o o

(O])2t= frames the choice as a fallback. Using it for your first preference undercuts the recommendation.
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