Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

-(o])2ta sic}

be called, be named

Introduces a name or a term. The form you use to say what something is called, and the first step into the wider system of

reported speech.

H How it attaches

Noun type Form Example
Endsina -o|2ta1 sfct dgo|ztn s
consonant

Endsinavowel -2t siCt

Asking Hetnsia? =02 fEtd o Q?
Formal -(ol)2tx gL|ct oto|Zo|zta Lct

introduction

Calling -(ol)2ta R=ct PSS ME 00|32t =
something 212
Reporting -(=) i stot oo sie
statements
B Notes

A noun ending in a consonant takes -0[2t11: Zlgfol2t1 siR. A
noun ending in a vowel takes -2t11: ZX|2} 1 8§ K. The same rule
you already know from 0|02 / 0| 2.

Its everyday job is naming: M 0|2 O}0|20|2t1 ELICt in an
introduction, or explaining an unfamiliar word: 0| 4/ $t=20{
ZERgtnsie?

Structurally it is the noun branch of Korean's reported speech.
Statements use -(=) L Ct1l StC}, questions -(2)LF1 Lt and so
on — a system you will meet properly at level 2. Learning this
one first makes the rest easier to slot in.

W Examples

© x=Zogolatn g,

My name is Jang Noeul.
© oz s20|= Yatan sK?

What do you call this in Korean?
© M7t ecta gola.

My friend said she's coming tomorrow.
O 2wzt Ecta s,

They say the weather is good.
© <oix 2utn Sojztole.

I asked when she was coming.
O w2 2zt Yoin.

| told her to come quickly.

B Compared with

ojola /de
0|02 identifies; -(0l)2t1 It names. Introducing yourself with
2t gL Ctis a shade more formal and modest than ILICt.

X & 010 20[0| K. (I'm Michael) / Ot0|Z0|2t1 BLICE. (1 go by
Michael)

-(ol)2ta 22ct
StCt states what something is called in general; £ 2L} says who
does the calling. Use £ 2L} when the caller matters.

ol ZYo|2ta s, /XFE2 ME 00|32t 221 Q.

-(=)cta shct

The verb branch of the same system, for reporting what
someone said. -(0])2t11 STk handles nouns; -(=) - Ck11 SfCt
handles sentences.

AX[2tD K. (it's called kimchi) / ZHCH 81 KR. (he says he's going)

B Watch out

X X o|E& oto|Zat1 gLt

O H| 0|2 oto|Zo| 2} eLct,

OF0|Z ends in 2, which is a consonant here, so 0|2t11 applies.

X 0| S4/o| H2tnsiR?

Ool3ME Hetusig?

The thing being named is the object of 3tC}, so it takes /& rather
than 0|/7t.
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