Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

-X| QLCt

do not, is not — long negation

The same meaning as ¢t, built the opposite way: instead of a word in front, an ending on the stem. Longer, steadier, and the

default in writing.

H How it attaches

Stem type Form Example
Any verb -X| gict 7tCt — 7HR| gfotR
Any adjective  -X| giC} ELt— EX| 2ot
SICverbs no splitting SESHK| kot
Past -X| ektct 7HR| gktole
Formal -X| gt&LCt HX| SELICH
QUL ALt use 2iCt, B2C} gloje, =22te

H Notes

Attach -X| to the plain stem and conjugate T} at the end: 7 + X|
QICt gives 7HX| QfOtR. There is no vowel harmony and no
consonant rule — every verb and adjective behaves the same
way.

The one advantage over 2t is structural: StCt verbs do not split.
Where ¢t forces 35 ¢t 8iQ, this ending gives the clean 35 5}X|
ototR. That regularity is part of why writing prefers it.

Both forms are equally polite. ¢t is shorter and dominates
speech; -X| L} sounds more measured and turns up in essays,

reports, and news, and in speech when someone is being
emphatic or careful.

H Examples

© ol =xi= ofHx| oK.
This problem isn't difficult.
© otz ZHstx| AXALICE
| haven't decided yet.
© 1Azt ox| s Hoe.
He won't be coming.
O wzuig vz gylL.
Itisn't as expensive as | thought.
O s nex| st
| don't smoke.
O == oigaix 2= 2 Zoig.
I don't think it suits you very well.

B Compared with

of

Identical meaning, different rhythm. 2t wins in conversation; -
K| 2Lt wins in writing and whenever a StC} verb would
otherwise have to split.

B2 oK. (speech) / SEBIX| 0L, (writing)

-X| Zsict
Swap %Lt for 25tCt and the meaning shifts from "do not" to
"cannot." The construction is otherwise the same.

7HX| %UAHLK. (chose not to) / 7HX| 2 L. (was unable to)

-X| ZCt
For telling someone not to do something, negation moves to 2
C}. 2t cannot form a command.

7FX| gfotR. (I don't go) / 7HX| OHMIR. (please don't go)

B Watch out

X M= 325K ghotg.

O M= 353 gotg.

Unlike ¢k, this ending leaves SICt verbs whole. Splitting them is a habit
carried over from the short form.

X A|ZHO| RUX| gtotg.

O Alzto] glojQ.

QUCt has its own opposite. The same applies to €Lt and Z2Ct,
whichever negation pattern you are using.

X Of7|0llM EHHE | RX| oA Q.

O 647[0l[M EHHHE M| K| OLM|K.

QLCt states a fact and cannot give an order. Requests and prohibitions
use -X| ZCt.
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