Korean Grammar Map TOPIK LEVEL 1

-X| O

please don't

The negative of -(2) M. Korean cannot build a prohibition out of 2L, so it uses a separate verb, 2L}, for telling someone not to
do something.

M How it attaches B Compared with
Situation Form Example -(2)™ ot |t
Any action -X| O 7ICh — 7}X| OMM|R -X| OFM| R asks the listener directly; -(2)™ ¢t [T} states a rule
verb that applies generally. Signs and regulations often prefer the
second.
= stemskeep  -X| OMMIR DHSCH— THEX| ON[ R
the BHHE | 2X| OtMIK. (I'm asking you) / 7|0l M EHHE D[LH et =L,
(it's not allowed)
Casual -X| of 7kX| Ot
Formal -X| O AR 7HX| O Al -X| et}
QLCt reports; 2Lt requests. Only ZC} can form an imperative,
Let's not -X| ZAlCt JFR| BEA|CH .f P ZCtrequ . y 2t imperativ
which is why the two are not interchangeable.
_X| k1 E ot A
Ins.tead of Man PRl 2 Foia 7HX| @40tL. (I don't go) / 7HX| OFMIR. (please don't go)
doing
H Notes X g
' . The connective form, used to offer an alternative rather than a
Attach -X| to the plain stem and conjugate 2Tt O{7|0[A AMEIS flat prohibition. It softens the instruction considerably.
®X| oM. No vowel rule applies, and the stem itself never
ZESIX| OtMIR. / ZFSHK 20 & 2 M Q.
changes.
The = of YL} disappears in most of its forms, which is why the H Watch out

result is OFM[R rather than 22 M. The family runs O} (casual),

OHIR (polite), BFIAIL (formal), ZEAICE (let's not). X O4710f Xl oMK,

O o47]0i 2tx] OpAIL.
Two limits. It works with action verbs only — you cannot order Q4Ct cannot give an order. Prohibitions are always built on 2L},
someone not to be cold. And it is a request, so it never states a whatever the politeness level.
fact; for "I don't go," you need -X| 8L} or ¢F. Korean also uses -X|

] i X ZHSIx| goMg.
27 to mean "instead of doing that": E{A| EtX| 21 Z0{R. -

O Z{six| ohHIL.
W Examples The = of ZC} drops before this ending, giving OM|2. The same
happens in OFA|2 and ZFAICH.

© oiv(oll FxI3HX| OLH K.

X EX O0tMlK.
Please don't park here. | OA
O #21 Z2Ix| DML,
Q L2 Z{FsHx| oM. You can ask someone not to do something, but not to be something.
Please don't worry too much. Rephrase the adjective as an action verb.

= S0l FHES =X OpM L.

Please don't look at your phone during class.
x| O L.

Please don't forget.

F2[5Hx] OHd A 2.

Please don't overdo it.

=X g AL,

Please come on time.
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