Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

_X| B=5c}

cannot, be unable to — long form

| The written counterpart of . Same claim of inability, built as an ending rather than a word in front.

H How it attaches

Stem type Form Example
Any action -X| ZsiCt 7tot — 7HK =2l
verb
SICverbs no splitting JESH| ZFoR
Past -X| Z34Ct x| 2ol
Formal -X| 2stLct KFASER| 28T}
Spacing 23}Ctis one 7HX| 2812 — not 7+X| 2 8f
word 2
Short form 2 +verb R0
M Notes

Attach -X| to the stem and conjugate 235tCt: 7t + X| 23}Ct gives
7R 281Q. As with -X| %Ll there is no vowel rule and 3ICt verbs
stay intact: SR T} K.

It reports that something was beyond reach — blocked by
circumstance, by ability, or by time. Because the long form
carries more weight, it often appears where the speaker wants
to sound regretful or formal: &AIstX| 2l Z[SEtL|Ct.

Like &, it belongs with action verbs. With adjectives the
construction exists but means something narrower — £X| £5}
C} is a softened way of saying "not good," closer to "less than
ideal" than to "cannot be good."

W Examples

© Aztol glofM 7x] 2oiL.

I couldn't go because | didn't have time.
© Zast 7|chol ofx|x| 2 ALICH

The result fell short of expectations.
© 1 2ste soiFK 22 % Zoja,

I'm afraid | can't grant that request.
O slol0 #AsHx| 2o 2 SFLICH

I'm sorry | couldn't attend the meeting.
© orx 3t30iE Tsix| 2oK.

I still can't speak Korean well.
O oixl= 2 RHX| 2Y0I8.

I wasn't able to sleep last night.

B Compared with

=

Identical meaning. 2 is what you say; -X| 23}Ct is what you
write, and what you reach for when apologising formally.

2 20| K. (speech) / 7tX| ZRHESLICE (writing)

-X| 2Tt
One word apart, opposite implications. 2L} says it did not
happen; £35lCt says it could not.

7HX| A K. (didn't go) / 7K ZZHO{ K. (couldn't go)

-(2)= + 8t
Also "cannot," but aimed at impossibility in principle rather

than a specific failed attempt. Rules and physical limits take
this form.

of7]0fl =xtet 4 @101, (not permitted) / O{H| FAISIX| 2O K.
(couldn't find a spot)

B Watch out

X AZto] gloj M S5 SHX| R3O R.

O AZto] glojM S 55Hx| Z3Moia.

This ending keeps SICt verbs whole. Splitting belongs to the short
form: 38 X AH0iQ.

X Ofx| |o|of| 7}X| %A K. — meaning "I couldn't go"
O ofx| glelofl 7Hx] Z%oig.
9L} suggests you decided against it. If something prevented you, &5t

Ctis the accurate and more courteous choice.

=X R0,

2 ¥z Zoig.

C}is a single word here, so no space appears inside it. The space
exists in the short form, 2 U401 K.
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