Korean Grammar Map TOPIK LEVEL 1

x|t

but, although

Sets the second clause against the first. Attaches to the plain stem with no vowel rule, and unlike -11 it does take tense in the first

clause.
M How it attaches B Compared with

Situation Form Example (@)L /=0

Any verb or -X|at ZECt— EX|Ot Both introduce contrast, but -=E| is softer and often just sets

adjective the scene rather than opposing anything. -X| 2t states the
opposition plainly.

Past /et Jhct - Ztx/gt PRostion praiy
H|7F @X|2t 2t 0l Q. (despite the rain) / H|7} Q=G Z O (it's

o[t -0l pdiofx| gt raining — are you sure?)

Formal -X|2tunchanged O{EX|Tt A SLICH
ShX g/ =X At

Softer contrast  -(2)L /=] H|7t @=0|

These stand at the head of a new sentence; -X|2t lives inside
New sentence Shx|at H|7} 2. SHX|oHZ Aol . one. Choosing between them is a matter of punctuation as

much as grammar.

B Notes
O{FX|2H MO|AN K. / {24 . 8FX| 2 KHO|AH L.

-X|2t marks the two halves of a sentence as pulling against each

other: H[7} @X|2F Z HoR (it's raining, but I'll go anyway). It -Of/0{
attaches straight to the stem — EX|2, 7kX|2F, SFX|2F — with -X|2k acknowledges a fact and moves on; -0l/0{= means "even
nothing to memorise about vowels or consonants. if," and works with situations that have not happened yet.
Tense belongs inside the ending, not before it. "l went, but" is 2t HIZ} X2t ZH A0l . (it is raining) / HI7t b= ZH MO . (even if it
X2t not ZIX|2t. This differs from -1, where the first clause rains)
usually stays tenseless.
) ] ) ) B Watch out
Watch out for its cousin StX|2t which looks like the same word.
SHX|2t is a standalone connector that begins a new sentence, X 0| 22 ZOFX|DHH| MR,
closer to English "However." Using both at once doubles the O 0] 2 EX|gtH|MS.
contrast and reads as a beginner's sentence. -X| gt attaches to the plain stem, not to the -0t /R form. Strip the
m Examples ending back to £ before adding it.
X OfH| 7kX| 2t 20| Eef AU K.

© ol 2 HiMtzI o, O Of| ZtXIgH 20| 28] ALolL.

These clothes are expensive, but they're lovely. Unlike -1, this ending carries its own tense. Past events need -4/ X|
© 320l ojzx|at xHo|lolg. 2.

Korean is hard, but it's fun. X o{FX|2t, stX[ot RHO|U0 L.

ofx| Ztx|2t 28 HetolR. O of=xl# Aaigiolg.
-X|2k and 8}X|2t are two ways of doing the same job. Using both marks

| went yesterday, but it was closed. i
the contrast twice.

E| &SR 2 CHA] 2 ESH FAR.

I'm sorry, but could you say that again?
K= sHdolx|Tt U s Q.

I'm a student, but | work as well.

®@ © 0 o

Hj= DXt H T AX| ootR.

I'm hungry, but | don't feel like eating.
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