Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

-X|R?

right? isn't it? — confirming what you both know

Invites agreement about something already shared. Usually contracted to -Z in speech, and one of the most common endings in

real Korean conversation.

H How it attaches

Situation Form Example

Any verb or -X|g? ELt— EXK?
adjective

= stemskeep  -X|R7? QSO — 2HEX|R?
the 2

Spoken -E? e

contraction

Past -k /RAxIR2? UxQ?
Softened no question U
statement mark
Gentle -(L)AE W ONES
suggestion
M Notes
-X|& attaches to any stem with no changes at all — even 2

stays: BFEX|R. Tense goes in front: X|Q, EAX|K. In speech it
almost always contracts to -&.

Its core job is confirmation: Bt= &4 ZOISIA|Z? asks about
something you already believe to be true. That is the opposite
of -4|R, which marks information as new.

Without a question mark, it softens a statement into something
closer to "of course" or "well, yes": IH K, BAE. It also makes a
gentle suggestion when combined with the honorific: 0|22
VIINES

W Examples

O o5 umExe?

The weather's nice today, isn't it?
© =2 24 BokstAIE?

You like Korean food, right?

© ofn ortx|?

We met yesterday, didn't we?
O U S Mz

That's a bit expensive, isn't it?
O syolnx?

You're a student, aren't you?
O u, 1=,

Yes, that's right.

B Compared with

4K
The pair divides information neatly. -X|2? assumes you both

know; -U|2 announces that you have just found out.

arIZ? (we agree, don't we?) / BtIU|R! (oh, this is good)

Plain question

A plain question asks for information you lack. -X|27? checks
something you already assume. Using it about something you
have no basis for sounds presumptuous.

O H3t £0{Q7? (did you see it?) / 3 Fat £tE? (you saw it, right?)

-Eote

-&#0t2 reminds the listener of something they should already
know, sometimes with a hint of impatience. -X|27? is friendlier
and genuinely invites a reply.

H|7F @E? (it's raining, isn't it?) / H| 7} R&EOIR. (it's raining, as you
can see)

B Watch out

X XS BZELICL 3H= AFRO|A[=?

O X A& 8= 2ojMR?

-X|27? presumes shared knowledge. With someone you have just met
and know nothing about, a plain question is the polite choice.

X LMt EX?

O EM7t Ex?

X|2 contracts to &, with X + 1L, = is a different syllable and a spelling
error.

X 0] 842 BHEX|R7? — meaning "oh, you made this"
Oo] 342 MneENHL.

If the information is new to you, -2 is the ending. -X|2? would
suggest you knew all along and are checking.
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