Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

H

to — honorific

| The respectful form of 0llA| / $HE|l. Marks the person receiving, when that person outranks you — and it obliges the verb to match.

H How it attaches

Situation Form Example
Honorific H MAEEHH EROR
recipient
Honorific Hl — same form  EZHH HiR R
source
Verb must cejc}, oLt LEETOR
match
Ordinary OilA| / Sl Elote| FojR
people take
Places take ofl 3|Atof EolR2
Acting, not HM MYEHAM FH0R
receiving

M Notes

H replaces OIA| and $tE| when the recipient is a teacher, a
parent, a grandparent, a boss, or a client. It never changes
shape and never attaches to a place — a company still takes 0il.

Using it commits the verb. Honorifics in Korean work as a set, so
M pairs with the humble verbs: #Ct becomes E2|C}, ZC}
becomes G{F =L}, USICH becomes L& =E|CH MAETH 0% 2o
.

There is one point that trips up almost everyone. 7| marks the
person receiving; A marks the person acting. One syllable
separates them, and they point in opposite directions. il also
covers the source, since there is no honorific form of SHE{|A]: A
EHH IR 2.

H Examples

© MU HXIE cHolR.

| gave a letter to my teacher.
SR ohE el FMIQ.

Please give my regards to your parents.
u e R ERAELICH

I'll ask the professor.

LN HES B8,

I sent a present to my grandmother.
MEEHH EaER-SL O

| reported it to the director.

Ml =S 3oL,

| asked a senior colleague for advice.

@ © 6 o o

B Compared with

il Al / S|
Same grammatical role, different level of respect. Reserve M| for
people you would address with a title.

TFSte| RojQ. / MMEH EX0IQ.

HIAM

M makes the honoured person the subject; il makes them
the recipient. Check who is doing and who is receiving before
choosing.

MAMEH M FAO{R. (the teacher gave) / MAYEH ER0{R. (I gave to
the teacher)

SHEIAM / OllAIM

There is no honorific ending in A. When the source deserves
respect, |l handles both directions and the verb settles the
meaning.

Lot M S0lR. / MMEN SR K.

B Watch out

Once ™ marks the recipient, the verb has to rise with it. &=L} becomes
E2|C} and the mismatch is more noticeable than using no honorific
atall.

X AP MEE FOK.

O x| MES Rola.

| is for people you honour. Applying it to a friend sounds strange, not
extra polite.

X ML S =20|Q.

HAlE M=
O N Mg ER0R.

E2|Ct means the speaker gives upward, so the teacher must be the
recipient. Al would put the teacher in the giving role and contradict
the verb.
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