Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

HIM

subject marker — honorific

| The respectful replacement for 0[/7}. Using it commits the rest of the sentence: the verb has to be honorific too.

H How it attaches

Situation Form Example

Honorific HIM MM 248012
subject

As topic HME EDEHH M= 24tof AM L
Also, too HME AFRHETHIM = OFM| 2

Verb must -(2)Al- JEAICE, @ A|CH SEA|CE
match

Special verbs AL EAICH F HOMHX|HM F2M 2

2ACt
Never for use X7} X7t St ELICH— not K|
yourself M
M Notes

MM marks the subject when that subject deserves respect — a
teacher, a parent, a grandparent, a boss, a customer. It takes the
place of 0]/7} and never appears alongside it.

The important part is what it obliges. Korean honorifics work as
a set: once the subject is honoured with HA{, the verb needs -
(2)Al-, and some verbs switch to special forms — ULt becomes
AIAICH HC becomes EAILH, ATt becomes FFA|CH ZOHHX|TH A
FEN .

One absolute rule: never use it about yourself. Honorifics raise
other people, so MM or HMZHHA does not exist. Speaking
about your own family to an outsider, Korean also tends to
lower the register, so HIAf with 22| 2{0} can sound out of place
in that situation.

W Examples

© ML TasHMolR.

The teacher said so.
© oLimM HaoML.
My grandmother is unwell.
2R 24108,
My parents have arrived.
MEEHHME XIS 2 AML.
The director isn't in at the moment.
OFHX|HIME Z0] 7HMIR.
My father is going along as well.
uEHM FHE FA0R.

The professor recommended it to me.

© © 0 o

B Compared with

ol/7t

Same grammatical job, different level of respect. 0|/7} with an
honorific verb is possible and common in casual speech; A
raises the formality of the whole sentence.

MM RM K. (everyday) / MMEHAN M ELICE (formal)

)|

MM marks the honoured person as the one doing; Ml marks
them as the one receiving. One syllable of difference, opposite
roles.

MMEH M Z=H0R. (the teacher gave) / MMEH ERI0{L. (1 gave to
the teacher)

/s
To make an honoured subject the topic, stack & onto HA|
rather than replacing it. The result is HIAM=.

SEEHHME MS0 AIML. / not FEE2H A

B Watch out

X MMM o a.

O MM 24018,

Honorifics come as a set. Once A marks the subject, the verb needs
-(2)Al-. A mismatch sounds worse than using no honorific at all.

X XXM stELIC

O M7t sp &L CL

Honorifics raise other people, never the speaker. For yourself, use X7t
and let the verb ending carry the politeness.

X HUEHM S ERIOR.

O MuLm g =xol8.

E2|Ct means the speaker is giving upward, so the teacher is the
recipient and takes . A would make the teacher the giver.
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