Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

-aL|Ch/&LICt

formal polite present

The formal register: presentations, announcements, interviews, the news. Simpler to form than -0t2/0{2 — no vowel harmony,

no merging — with one irregular stem type.

H How it attaches

Stem type Form Example

Endsinavowel -HL|C} 7tCt — ZfL|CH

Endsina -SLict HCH - HEL|CH
consonant
Endsin 2 2 drops HSCH— gHSLICE
SIC}verbs -aL|Ct JESHC > IR C
Question -2 L}/ -&Lnt ZhaL(nf? [ HELIE
o|C} Lict SHQIL|Ct

H Notes

The rule has two lines. A stem ending in a vowel takes -HL|C},
and the & tucks into the last syllable: 7t becomes ZL|C}. A stem
ending in a consonant takes -&LICk: M becomes H&LICH
Questions swap Cf for 77k ZHLI7F HEL| 7L,

One stem type breaks the pattern. Verbs ending in 2 drop it
before this ending: ZHECt becomes 2tELICH not 2HE&LICH AT
ct, =, ot all behave this way.

Choosing between this and -0t2/0{2 is a question of setting
rather than politeness. Both are polite. -=L|C} creates distance
and authority; used with a friend it sounds like a joke or a
rebuke. Note also that this ending is written L|C} but
pronounced closer to [nida] with the & assimilating — ZiL|Ct
sounds like [ZL|CH.

W Examples

© ohustuLT M BASLIC
Hello. It's a pleasure to meet you.

© xIZRE|WEE AIZSIAALIC
I will now begin the presentation.

© ofCiolM 2¥ELII

Where have you come from?

O kgt $stBLICH
Thank you. Well done today.

O X sAIYLICE
I'm an office worker.
O W ciA ezt AL
I'll contact you again tomorrow.

B Compared with

-ot/0g
Same politeness, different distance. Use -2 L|Ct when you are
addressing a room, a customer, or a superior in a formal
setting; use -0t for ordinary conversation, including with
people you respect.

LHE AZf
colleague)

FZELICE (to an audience) / O|X| A|ZHSHR. (to a

-(2)dA
The formal imperative that belongs with this register. Its
everyday counterpart is -(2)M R, which pairs with -0t2/0{2.

O|Z2E QYA|R. (formal) / 0|Z2E 2AM|R. (everyday)

Mixed registers

Korean speakers do move between the two inside one
conversation, softening a formal talk with occasional -0t 2.
What sounds wrong is switching mid-sentence or mid-thought.

ZAFSILICE O3 AZEAIR. (natural) / ZAFHS. O3 A|ZFSHISLICH

(jarring)

B Watch out

Stems endlng in 2 drop it before -=LIC} The same applies to &LI|CH,
LT, L, ELC)

X X otuof 7k&L

O X stuwof ZL|ct.

7} ends in a vowel, so it takes - = L|C} and the & joins the syllable. -&L|
Ctis only for consonant stems.

X Xof, 22| g HEL|CE

O Zi3of, 22| & Hxt,
The formal ending clashes with casual address. Register has to stay
consistent across the whole sentence.
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