Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 2

-= Al SCt
had better, I'd suggest

| Recommends a course of action. Built from -= A plus ZZCt — literally "doing it would be good."

H How it attaches

Situation Form Example
Any verb -= Al E2ct 7iCh— JH= A E20R
Endsin 2 2 drops HECH— Q= A EH0R
Advising ot +verb oFIt= Al E30iR
against
Full form -£ o] 3t 7t= Zd0| EZ&LICt
To someone -(Q)A=A It E A £ A 2 &L
senior
Never takes plain stem + = 2= A E20i2 is wrong
tense

M Notes

Attach -= to the verb stem, then | ZZICt. A is the contracted
form of Z40]. Stems ending in 2 drop it: ZtEE A EA0 L.

The -Z!- inside is doing real work. £0}2 would state a fact about
what is good; Z20{& presents it as your judgement, which is
what makes the sentence a suggestion rather than a
pronouncement.

It is gentler than -0t/0{OF E|C}, which says something is required.
Advising a friend to see a doctor, H 0l 7t= Al £20{ R suggests;
H0l| 710k K insists.

To advise against something, negate the first verb: ot 7t= #| £

olg.

W Examples

© o) opmo a0l 7h= A SR K.
Ifit hurts a lot, you'd better see a doctor.
© ul7t LNt M2 FHKTH= A SH0| L.
It's raining, so you'd better take an umbrella.
© 252 Y= x= A EHoHR.
You'd better go to bed early tonight.
O 1 0/op7|= ot 8= A EHOHR.
It'd be better not to bring that up.
O x4 HoM BtEE A SR K.
It'd be better to make dinner at home.
O X2 SLstA= A SAALICL

It would be best to leave now.

B Compared with

-Ot/0{of E|Ct
-0t/0{OF &|Ct states a requirement; -= 2| Z2ICt offers advice.

The first leaves no room to decline.

Helof| 710k EHR. (you have to go) / Eeloll 7H= Al E220{2. (you'd
better go)

(Q)MIR
An imperative directs; this construction recommends. When

you are not in a position to instruct, the softer form is safer.

AW =2 M Q. (go to bed early) / Y™ Xtz A £70{K. (you'd be
better off sleeping early)

(@)= #zo
For advice to someone senior, wrapping the suggestion in 24 &
L} softens it further. Direct advice upward is delicate in Korean.

7t= A E20{L. (to a peer) / A= A £2 A ZELICL (to a
superior)

B Watch out
X X492 s A E20.
ON4YgEE A EX02

Stems ending in 2 drop it before -=, as everywhere in the modifier

X OfF| Halofl 2t= Al ER0|.

O ofH| tHlofl Ztojo Moi .

This construction only advises about what to do next, so it takes no
past form. For a missed obligation, use -/210{0F 8L},

X MEH, XZ 7t= 2l E301.

O APEd, XIZ 7= Al £ 2 ZE5UCt

Advising a superior needs the honorific -(2)Al- and a further softener.
Direct advice upward can sound presumptuous.
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