Korean Grammar Map

TOPIK LEVEL 1

=3

the act of doing, the thing that

| Wraps a whole clause into a noun. Built on the modifier system, so unlike -7 it carries tense.

H How it attaches

Situation Form Example

Verb, present =AU HL} - H= A
Verb, past () A HLf->H2 A
Verb, future ()= A HLf->HE A
Adjective () ECt -2 A
Endsin 2 2 drops HSCH—->otEE A

Contractions A/B/A/7da Zo|-H,ZHS—>2Z2

M Notes

Zis a noun meaning "thing." Put a modifier in front of it and the
whole clause becomes something you can attach particles to: ot
=01 E 2= 20| [O|AN K.

Because it uses the modifier system, tense is available: H2 A
(what | ate), = 2 (what I'm eating), 22 2 (what I'll eat).
Adjectives take -(2)L, and stems in 2 drop it before -&= and -
QL.

In speech it contracts constantly, and recognising the short
forms matters more than producing them: 10| becomes #|, S
becomes &, 22 becomes 7, 20|02 becomes 0| K2. O|A| X7t
o= AHollg.

H Examples

¢h= C2l0LE 2= AS Folslia.
I like watching Korean dramas.
0[21 ofH| 2 7ol 2.

This is the one | bought yesterday.
EEEEEIT-)

Could I have something to eat?
M7t st H2 22 ool L.
What | want to do is travel.

e 283h= 20| ZRHK.
Exercising every day is important.
S [ A2 J0ll 2 EotR.
Going to bed late is bad for you.

© 6 6 o o0 ©o

B Compared with

-7l

-7] names an activity in the abstract and takes no tense; -= 2
refers to a specific instance and does. Several fixed patterns
accept only one or the other.

$F617| 2K, (swimming is easy) / OH| =St HE Z2I8H Q. (I

regret swimming yesterday)

Modifier + noun
Same machinery, different noun. Replace Z with a real noun
and you have an ordinary relative clause.

X7t 2HE A (the thing | made) / M7t 2HE S4| (the food | made)

-(2)= H Zrt
One of many patterns built on this base. Knowing 2 well makes
the whole family — 2 ZiCt, 702, Z40|Ct — easier to unpack.

HI7t = 2 Zota. /HI7t = HollR.

B Watch out
X IR AS E=US A0,
O i A2 Sotst= HE 2Htola.

ZCtis an adjective meaning "is good." To say someone likes
something, the verb is Z0}3ICH and it takes -= 4.

X mM7LetEE
O M7t REES
Stems ending in 2 drop it before -, exactly as in the modifier system.
X oh=0l| 7hs 2 Holl 320K,

O gt=0] 7k7] Mol 3£3M0iQ.

ol accepts only -7|. Not every noun-like pattern takes Z.
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