TOPIK | LEVEL 2

-(&) v Ch2 ottt

say that — reporting a statement

The first of Korean's four reported-speech forms. Whatever politeness level the speaker used, the report
strips it back to the plain form and adds 10 StCt.

HOW TO ATTACH IT

Verb, vowel stem -o Ct3 Sict 7tC — Z2tCt s
Verb, consonant stem -=Cka StCt 9t - HeCtasie
Verb, 2 stem 2 drops OFSCH— HECHR SR
Adjective -Ct sict ZCh - Z0 0 sl
o|ct -(0[)2tx stet aHfol2t sie

Past -4/ACt2 et At sie

Spoken contraction -Chie tohe /&

WHEN TO USE IT

The rule has two steps. First, convert the sentence to plain style: verbs take - Ct/-=C}, adjectives stay as the
dictionary form, and O|C} becomes -(0|)2t. Then add 1L 5}C}.

So 712 becomes ZtCt 52, Z0}2 becomes 2Lt 32, and SH440|0|2 becomes &H440|2t11 L. That last one
is the irregular member of the family and the most commonly missed.

The politeness of the original disappears completely. Whether your friend said 7} or Z'L|C}, you report it as ZHCtL!
12 — the politeness now attaches to StCt, aimed at whoever you are speaking to.

In speech it contracts: -CHL for present, -t/QUCHL for past. ZHCHR, ZCHL, U2

’ '

IN USE

TF7F LY 24k 2t Sioi e
My friend said he's going to Busan tomorrow.
2 Yol Bt RO S 2.
My younger sibling says he's hungry.
3 1 AMEO0| §t=0f Ml E0l2tal o 2.
He said he's a Korean teacher.
4 0L} LR|E 2y B=C0al ohof e,
My mother said she makes kimchi herself.
5 w20|M WE BIZE=20 o,

The news said it'll rain tomorrow.
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6 1 g3 J2 A0[UACH.

Apparently that movie is really good.

COMPARED WITH

-(0f)2k Stet

The noun branch you met at level 1. It names things; this one reports whole sentences. They share the same 2t11
shape for O|C}, which is why SH80[|2t1! 82 can mean both "it's called a student" and "he said he's a student."

O] Zz|2tn 2. (it's called kimchi) / SH440[2t0 3HO{ L. (he said he's a student)

-(2)2k3 Stet

Statements take -(&=) L Ct12; commands take -(2)2t11. Confusing the two turns a report of what someone said
into a report of what they ordered.

ZtCt0 31012 (he said he's going) / 7t2tal 3H0{2. (he told me to go)

Direct quotation

To quote word for word, Korean uses -2t StC with the original sentence intact. This keeps the speaker's
politeness level.

"W 27K et 3o, (quoted) / U ZHCEEAL S1012. (reported)

WATCH OUT

x

AYO| b7} 1

& =0 s,
A40] Bj7} 2

=
o
= CHo 32,

EaY
EaY

o
NICHis an adjective, so it keeps the dictionary form. Only verbs take -t Ct/-=CF,

o

x

1 AfEhol Aot gi

O 1 AtEo] Mddolet gHoj2.
O|Ct is irregular here: it becomes -(0])2t11, not -0|CtLL. This is the single most common slip in reported speech.
Ol 7t 42| & BrEett sHdoa.

O OL|{7} LA =Lt sHElo| 2.

Stems ending in 2 drop it before -L C}, exactly as in the plain declarative.

>
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