TOPIK 11 LEVEL 4
- L

rather than; I'd sooner

Chooses between two bad options. Neither is attractive — the sentence says the second is the lesser evil.

HOW TO ATTACH IT

Verb -y 7|et2|t — 7|kl
Endsin 2 2 drops OFSCH - otELL
Common partner atzt2| 7|ctelL zf2te| 24Tt
Both options undesirable neither is appealing
Neutral comparison -= AHC} de= 420 R

Never takes tense plain stem only 7Tk =L is wrong

WHEN TO USE IT

Attach -=L to a verb stem; 2 drops, giving 2tF==L|. No tense goes in front. The fuller -=L| zt2t2| is very
common, and 2t2t2| usually appears in the second clause.

Both options are undesirable. 017 7|Ct2|=L] 2t2t2| Z0{7+7012 — waiting is bad, walking is also a chore, but
walking is preferable.

Because of that, it is not a neutral comparison. To say one option is simply better, Korean uses -= Zd 2Lt

The register is emphatic and a little dramatic, which is why it turns up in complaints and in proverbs.

IN USE

1 O7|M 7|cke|=U &t2te| Zo7Ho1a.
Rather than wait here, I'd sooner walk.
2 A tiE st Ot st= Al Lot
Rather than do it that carelessly, better not to do it at all.
3 AbZLL Y BrEE A W0l
Rather than buy it, I'd be better off making it myself.
4 0] CfRE oL DB HSLC,

Rather than be treated like this, I'll resign.
5 SA+100IStEL S0 EE A wWete,
Rather than agonise alone, it's quicker to ask.
6 =2 StELL 22t Al HSAICH

Rather than cook this late, let's just order in.
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COMPARED WITH

-2 assumes both options are unwelcome and picks the lesser one.

He= AE0H et (faster than walking) / 7|Ci2|=L A0 L. (I'd sooner walk than wait)

-£ 7| 20t
-= A 71T} recommends; -=L rejects one option in favour of another. The two often appear in the same

sentence.

de Al F02. / 7[Ce|=H H2e A F3018.

-(2) = H}of|of

A stronger and more literary version of the same idea, common in fixed expressions and proverbs.

7[ctel=L AR / 7|CHE HiofjoF Z AU

WATCH OUT
X O] AlEf0| Z2L A AT 7t O{7| ZEA|CY.
O A AGOf 7t o717t R0 L.
- L] sets up a rejected option first and the preferred one second. It cannot simply mean "because.
X =2 =L A|AH YA
0 LA o= L A|H HSA|CH
Stems ending in 2 drop it before -=L, as they do before -= and -L}.
X O] Gt 20U A G2 202

0 * Q3= ELU 0] gt 0K,
The construction takes verbs, and the first clause must be the option being rejected.
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