TOPIK 11 LEVEL 5

- L2k X5t

worse than not doing it at all

Judges an action to fall below the alternative of doing nothing. Built on -=L, and a favourite in
proverbs and stern advice.

HOW TO ATTACH IT

Verb -LL| ok Z5tct StCt — Sh=L Bk STt
Endsin 2 2 drops ST BFEL LB XSt
Commonest frame QF - L2k Z5iC} OF St=L|QF Z5tet

What is judged the subject before it odmA sH= A2 -
Never takes tense plain stem only g LBk 2351C} is wrong
Spoken version ot st= Al GHCt O oSt Al Lot

WHEN TO USE IT

Attach -=L|2F £235}Ct to a verb stem; 2 drops, giving 2FELL[2F £23}CH No tense goes in front.

The structure sets a subject against a standard: 02 &L ot= A2 ¢t ot=L| 2t X5t — doing it badly is worse
than not doing it. What comes before is judged inferior to what follows.

The commonest frame is 2 -=L|2F £35IC}, comparing against inaction. That is where the phrase gets its bite.

It is written and sententious. In speech, 2+ st= Al WC} says the same thing plainly.

IN USE

1 {28 ot= A2 QF st 2t Z5ict,
Doing it half-well is worse than not doing it at all.
2 ol gle ME2 A LB 2Tt
A gift given without care is worse than no gift.
3 2ARE HEE= D2 L0 2510
Wrong information is worse than none.
4 AR|Z 5tz Atlb= SHA| R P 2o 2.
An apology forced out is worse than no apology.
5 ot Bt A2 Ofof| RHER| QE= LR Z8fLCt
Making it in a rush is worse than not making it at all.
6 STEH ASS S MAU=LBH RUCH

The awkward silence was worse than speaking would have been.
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COMPARED WITH
-
- picks the lesser of two evils; -=L|8F 235}C} delivers a verdict on which is worse. Same root, different move.
7|Ct2|=L| ZAZIC}. (I'd sooner walk) / QF 5t=L| 2t 23Tt (worse than nothing)

-= A Kot

Same judgement, opposite framing. -= Al WCt names the better option; -=L| 8t £25}Ct condemns the worse
one.

Ot 5t= | LIOtL. (better not to) / 9F St=L

g
o
ol

tCt. (worse than not doing)

S

With a noun, B 525}C} simply compares: 2HAQH Z61C} Of| M 2F 25t -=L|2F 25lC} is that pattern applied to a
clause.

240 2512 (not as good as last year) / @t 5t=L|2F 23812 . (worse than not doing)

WATCH OUT
X Cfs ==L B 2E 2000F LERLT,
O UiE =Lt X5t 207t Lttt

Stems ending in 2 drop it before -=L, as they do before -&= and -L}.

Of 2 & =L 2 RSt
= (e}

2t 5t=L| 2k Z5IC}

x

-LL| never carries tense, and the sentence needs a subject to be judged against the standard.

x

Of, 2 ¢F sh=L 2 =i
O OF O 2 ¢t st= 2| Lok

The phrase is sententious and written. In casual speech it sounds like quoting a proverb.
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